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- DRAMAAND BRIDGE
MASCHKE HOBBIES

'E'xpe‘r"t‘ at Cards, He Also
Liked Playing Golf and
-Reajdin‘g Philosophy.

(Continued From Page 4)
sz W. Flemidg of bribery. Fleming
was to Mr. Maschke whet “Star-
Iight” Boyd had been, and the blow
was. bitter.

-fhe “Iind scandals” then were un-
earthed in City Hall, and Miller pro.
ceeded against smeveral Republican
atalwarts, Councilman Liston G.
St:_hooley and his son, Ldiston, ir.,
p]e_aded gullty to a charge of profiting
in a city land contract. Miller also
proceeded against City Clerk Fred
Thomas and Councilman William E.
(Rarin’ Bfll) Potter, but the two
were acquitted. He proceeded twice
against Potter and would have
proceeded again but for Potter's
murder in circumstances which.in-
o_vltah!y turned the mind of the pub-
lic to the more sordid phasea of ma-
chine politics.

The indictment of Mr. Maschke
and several of his friends in the
treasury scandal was the climax of
all the ussaults on the machine.
Acquittals brought no votes to re-
build*the machine.

_ 'The peak of Mr, Maschke's power
was from 1914 to 1928. He was vir-
tually " canonized by his foliowers.
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Early in his peak years. he issued
orders Irom .a closed office but in
the later .years acquired 'the habit
of circulating among the cluba at
campaign time and making speeches,
fn violation of the tradition that a
boss is never heard publicly.

During his peak Mr. Maschke
helped to make Warren G, Harding
United States senator and saw Hard-
ing go from thers to the White
Housa.

In 1924 Mr. Maschke was elected
Republican national committeeman
from Ohio. This took place at the
Cleveland convention at which Pres-
ident Coolidge was nominated. In
1928 at the Kansas City convention
Mr. Maschke was re-elected nationat
committeeman without opposition.

It was during this period that he
achieved his greatest national prom-
inence. He was naturally gratified
by the honor, but he often said, and
there is no doubt but that he meant
it, that he got more pleasure from
attending a meeting at the Western
Reserve Republican Club than from
being on the national committee.

Quiet, - unobtrusive and pleasant-
voiced, careful in his choice of lan-
guage, Mr. Maschke never ceased to
prove a distinct surprise . to those
who met him for'the firat time, to
find their pre-coficelved ideas of how
a political boss should look com-
pletely at variance with the man be-
fore them:. B

There was never anything of
bluster, braggadocio or charlatanism
about the Republican leader. He
didn’t amoke big fat clgars, wear
diamond rings with mammoth set-
tings or roar at his henchmen—
things which according to all tradi-
tdlon & political boss Is supposed to
. -t
Mr. Maschke saw the eyes of the
nation turned toward him and hix
local Republican organization in 1927
when he started the boom in Ohio
for the nomination of Herbert
Hoover as president. When the late
Senator Frank B. Wiltis of Ohio, who
himself sought the Republican nomij-
nation, expressed surprise at Mr.
Maschke's attitude in denylng sup-
port to a ‘‘favorite son’ candidate,
Mr. Maschke replied that his stand
should come as no surprise to Wiilis
and his friends and that he had
made known his attitude to them at
all times. .

Champloned Hoover.

Mr. Maschke's stand as the cham-
pion of Hoover, who was elected
president in the fall of 1928 after the
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Ohio boom had spread throughout
the nation, aroused newspaper com-
ment al] over the United States.

‘‘Mr. Maschke of Ohio jumped
from obscurity into national fame by
being the first to climb aboard the
Hoover band wagon,” a Washington
columnist wrote.

However, although this was per-
haps the first time that the locai Re-
publican chieftain had received na-
tional attention, he was by no means
obscure.

An editorial in a Wichita (Kan.}
newspaper, concerning the Hoover
boom, gave Mr, Maschke a laugh at
the time. But he was quite embar-
rassed over the praise he received.
He was used to being called names,
he said.

“For weeks the country is to hear
much of Maschke,'” said the Wichita
editorial. ‘'He is not leading a revo-
lution in Poland or arranging a new
cabinet in Lithuania. He is helping
maKe a president of the United
States. Maschke is a household
word in Cleveland, has been for
many years. Maschke is a familiar
name in Ohlo; has been for quite a
spell, But Maschke the country gen-
eraily knows not at all. Never heard
of him. Can't spell him * * "

Drama, Philosophy and
Bridge Were Hobbies. i

With all of his political activity,
Mr. Maschke lived a- quiet life. He
was exceptionally fond of the drama,
numbering among his favorite
dramatists. Ibsen, Shakespeare,
Hauptmann, Sudermann, Shaw,
Maeterlinck and Nordau. Many of
their works he knew by heart.

In addition Mr. Maschke was fond
of philosophy. He was familiar with

works of Kant, Hume, Nietzache,
Berkeley and others.
Mr. Maschke's hobbies were his

library, his garden, bridge and golf.
Bridge, judging by the part it played
in his life, was by far the most im-
portant of these.

He was never happler than when
he was able to lay aside the cares of
his political leadership and sit down
at a bridge table with a group of
friends.

One of his closest friends. the late
Carl T. Robertson, editorial writer
for the Plain Dealer, was one of his
most constant companions at bridge.
With Robertson as his partner
Maschke won many championships.
He won his first champivnsiitp in

QWENSBORO KENTUCKY

The LINDNER Coy
1331 Euclid Ave., Cleveland

Pre-holiday Sale!

Children’s Books

Age range 2 to 16 years.

Here's 2 partial listing
of the titles and values!

. 200 His Own Star ..........- 89¢
2.00 Queen Dido's Treasure...8%
2.00 Fisherman 28 ...... P

2.50 Swiss Family Robinson...l.
1.00 The Small and Tall Man.49%¢
1.00 Brave Mr. Buckingham...49¢
1.50 The Pussios and the Purr.49¢
2.50 Indestructible English

50c Dorothy Dainty Series,

50c The Other Sylvia...4 for 51
50c Making Mary Lizzie

1.50 Roving Lobster ..........
75¢ Dave Porter op Cave

75¢ Paleface and Redskin.
2.00 In Singapore ........
1.50 Pursuit of Happines..
1.5

1.50 La La Man in Music Land.6%
1.5

*2.00 Rhyme Time for Children.75¢
2.00 Girl Reporter

1.75 Under the Admiral's Stars.49¢
1.00 William Walker,

1.5
2.00 Grand Buffalo
1.7
1.00 Joaquin Miler ........ .. 49¢
75¢ Wampum Belt

1.50 Strange Adv. of Capt.

2.00 King's Spurs ..eecveee...89

Lindner's street floor

New York in 1304. At that time he
was a member of the Cleveland

1 / original
price

Imports ............ ..1.25

................... 4 for $1

Happy..coevvvnennn 4 for _gl
i1d¢c

Island .............. .. 38¢

0 Pigskin Soldier ..........
0 Mothers' Rhymes for Story

Time ..cvcevieinennnn .89¢

........... 89¢c

... 49¢
..59%

1d¢e
5 52 More Stories for Girls.75¢

Filibuster ....

I L]

Marwhopple

Whist Club. He waa a member of
the team that won national
teamd champtonship of thé American
Whist Leagus at a New York tour-
nament.

Other members of that team were
Robertson, A. R. Horr and Willlam
E. Talicott,

The trip to New York in 1904 was
also Mr. Maschke's wedding trip.

Mr. Maschke’'s next championsmp
was won at Hanover, N. RH., in 1927
when his team won the bridge team
championship of the American Whist
League. Other members of that
team were iobertson, C. R. Apthorp
and H, P. Jaeger.

In 1930 at Cleveland, playing with
John H. Law, former bridge editor
of the Plain Dealer; V. F. Boland,
inventor of the famous Boland sys-
tem, and Robertson, Mr. Maschke's
teamm won the team championship
of the American Bridge League.

A Leading Bridge
Exponent in Country.

Mr. Maschke waa considered one
of the leading bridge players in the
United States. He was a strong ex-
ponent of the Boland system of con-
tract.

in addition to the national cham-
pionships, Mr. Maschke won many
regional, state and local champion-
ships.

On many occasions when report-
ers were scouring the city for the
Republican c¢hairman, to ask his
opinion on some burning issue, ne
was tinally located at a bridge table
in one of the downtown hotels or
in one of his clubs. And he never
falled to make it clear that he was
anxious to get back to the game it
the intsrviewer seemed inclined to
ask very many questions.

Of course, he didn't spend all ot
his time at the bridge table but he
always frankly admitted that ke
liked to spend as much time as he
possibly could at the game, He was
& firm believer in recreation.

Asked one time how large a part
of the day he believed one should
devote to recreation, Maschke re-
plied: ‘*All of it if you haven't any-
‘thing else to do."”

At the height of his political career
it was Mr. Maschke's custom to sit
in his office and receive a steady
astream of cailers from 9 in the morn-
ing until about 1 or 1:30. He took
them in the order in which they ar-
rived, listened patiently to what they
had to say. He answered all tele-
phone calls, without bothering to in-
quire who was calling. During this
period the door of his office was al-
most always open.

Last Catler . . . Game Is On,

About 12:30 or 1 Mr. Maschke's
bridge cronies would begin to drift
into the office. When the last calier
had been disposed of, the door of his
office would be closed and Mr.
Maschke was ‘‘out’ as far as trans-
acting business was concerned. Up
would go the bridge table and the
game would start. Intimate friends

wers weicome to come in and "‘kib-
itz,” but there was no conversation
about' anything except bLridge.

ong those who played frequent-
1y with Mr, Maschike were Sam Rock-
well, Mort Rosenfeld, Walter Cook,-
Bert Quarrle, Charlis Rini,- Dave
Evans, Carl Shuler, Sam Bravo,
Peggy Parratt, Henry Lefkowitz and
Arthur Krause. They not aonly played
a good game, but they talked a good
game. No one who ever saw and
especially heard a game of bridge
being played in Maschke’'s office ever
forgot it.

‘About 5 in the afternoon Mr.
Maschke's barber would come in to
shave him and the game would end.
The routine was varied only on warm
summer afternoons, when Mr.
Maschke would play golf at the Oak-
wood Country Club,

Mr., Maschke never liked to be
called a "‘boss.” He wanted to be
called a party leader. That he was
his party’s leader in this county for
approximately a quarter of a cen-
tury there was no gainsaying. That
he was a *‘political boss’* in the com-
monly accepted meaning of the term,
he never admitted.

His lifelong habit of never going
back on a pledge, regardless of con-
sequences, was never more clearly
demonstrated than in the race be-
tween Athur H. Day (now a Supreme
Court judge) and Miller for prosecu-
tor in 1928, .

Kept Promise in Face
of Probable Defeat.

Day., with Maschke indorsement
and Republican party backing, was
badly defeated by Miller. From the
tirst Mr. Maschke had seen the in-
evitability of Day's defeat but had
given his support nevertheless.

It was said by Maschke's friends
that two years before that 1928 elec-
tion Maschke had promised Day that
if he withdrew as a candidate for
the nomination against former
County Prosecutor Edward C. Stan-
ton he would have his (Maschke's)
support in the race for the office two
years hence. Day did not run against
Stanton. He held Mr. Maschke to
his promise in the campaign of 1928
and, although the county chairman
felt convinced that Day could not
beat Miller, he did not welch, al-
though he might have put a atronger
candidate in the field against the
crusading young Democrat, Miller,
who later proved such a thorn in the
flesh to the G. O. P. in the county.

Reporters sent to interview Mr,
Maschke usually found him pleasant
and affable, but tersé in his lan-
guage. He never talked for the pleas-
ure of hearing his own voice.

It there was something in connec-
tion with a political situation or on
a current matter on which his opin-
ion was sought that Mr. Maschke
cared to talk about he readily an-
swered questions. If he wasn't ready
to talk no amount of questioning
could cause him to do so. He would
talk about almost anything but the

question at issue.
Regardless of what the newspapers
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wers saying about him editorially,

whether they were asking that he
resign as county chairman pr were
bombarding him in some other fash-

‘ton, he was always kind and con-

siderate to newspaper reprezentatives
who came to his office or else-
where, He won the respect of all
and the admiration of most.

. Although a forceful speaker, pro-
vided he had something to say that
he considered of vital interest and
importance to his party, Mr. Maschke
had the appearance on the speaker's.
platform of being somewhat shy and
timid. He never pushed himself for-
ward at political raliles he attended
but mseldom escaped being asked to
say a few words.

Although Mr. Maschke made radlo
talks on one or two occasions, he
never entirely overcame his aversion
to appearing -before a microphone.
Attending an overflow meeting of the
First Ward Republican Cilub early in
1931, Mr. Maschke stepped to the
opposite end of the platform when a
club officlal placed a microphome In
front of- him.

Fight Against Hopkins
Was a Highlight.

1 don’t want to talk into that
thing,” he said. And he wouldn't—
and didn’t.

in his later years Mr, Maschke
upset nearly all of the time-honored
traditions as to what a political
‘‘boss" should do. Notable in this
connection was his appearance Oct.
24, 1931, before the City Club to give
an address entitled **The Masquer-
ader.” He lambasted former City
Manager William R. Hopkins, former
close friend and later political en-
emy, who was a candidate for City
Council.

It was in this speech that Maschke
made the much repeated and star-
tling statement that in outging Hop-
kins as manager he merely had ‘‘put
Hopkins back on the street where I
found him.””

Beneath the split with Hopkins
the city manager asserted during
their quarrel and Maschke qualify-
ingly admitted, was the van Swerin-
gen interest in Cleveland, which
Maschlie always attempted to help,
just as he was a successful legis-
lative agent here and in Columbus
for public utilities and railroads.
Maschke, Hopkins said, told him at
the start of the city manager oper-
ation that he owed allegiance to the
Van Sweringens and that Hopkins
must remember that. And it was
when Hopkins split with the Masch-
ke-controlled City Council on the
river straightening plan which would
have compelled the Van Sweringens
to rebuild the Union Terminal rail-
road bridge that the trouble between
him and Maschite actually began.

Perhaps one of the most interest-
ing chapters of Mr. Maschke's career
might be written about the period in

which Hopkins figured, first as Mr.
Maschke’s choice for city manager

Opening Today .

« amusing! You are most

A—U pholstery satin
with woven floral pat-
terns. White and pas-
tels. Sizes 11 to 15.

$25.00°

B — Black, brown or
jewel-blue marquisette
dinner frock that vou
will adore Misser' |

sizes oeee.e.-$22.93

/

fashions and the shop today!

The LINDNER Coy

1331 Euclid Ave., Cleveland

. . in a whirl of glory!

Night Life Shop

Three years ago Lindner's established its first Night
Life Shop. In it we assembled all the evening fash-
tons. We've done it again, because vou.liked the con-
venience it afforded, and we’ve decorated the shop in
the spirit of the moment . . . Victorian gay and how

cordially invited to see the

Night Life Shop, third floor,

C-—Green chiffon with
gold braid motif to
outlinethe Vionnet
neckline. Misses’ jizes.

cerrenaie.....$39.95

D—Black velvet wrap
"with white ermine col-
lar and bracelet cuffs
to match, Misses

sizes .........$29.05

‘most bitter enemy. :

snd later as the county chairman's

- After fighting to the last ditch to
prevent the overthrow of the mayori
form of government and falling when
the city manager-proportional repre-
gentation plan was approved by the
voters, Mr. Maschke still maintained
his control of the city government by
putting across a City Council with a
Republican majority. This City
Council, largely through Mr. Masch-
ke's influence, chose Hopkins as the
city manager.

Split With Chieft.

Kept in that post for five years,
Hoplkins finally split with the coun-
ty Republican chieftain. it was gen-
erally conceded that Mr. Maschke
had decided that Hopkins must go.
A Republican City Council ousted
him, replacing him with another man
of Maschke's choice, Daniel E. Mor-
gan, who held the post for 1wo years,
Expressing himself as well satis-
fied with Morgan's rule at City Hait,
Mr. Maschke in 1931 opposed an
amendment to the city charter pro-
viding for return of the mayor form
of government. RBut the city man-
ager plan was overthrown and Mor-
gan, through urgings of the Maschke
controlled Republican organization,
became a candidate {for mayor.

More than one man with political
aspirations starting out with the idea
of wresting control and jeadership

“The LINDNER Coy

from Mr. Maschke, and perhaps suc-
ceeding for a number of years in
causing considerable embarrassment
to the Maschke organization, wound
up by going back into the fold or
sinking back into obscunty, much
cvhastened in spirit.

gain a foliowing and often grinned
complacently when reports reached
him that some young hopeful was
beginning to buck the organization.
““He's alt right.”” Maschke would
say. “He's got good stuff in him.
1 ¢can make something out of a fel-
low like that.””

And usually the recalcitrant de-
cided to pull with Maschke rather
than against him after a few bitter
experiences.

Split With Harris,
Then With Davis.

At the time, nearly twenty years
ago. when the Republican board of
strategy was composed of Mr.

(Cantinued cn Pags 6, Column 3)
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