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With Senator Burton.

pontracts, deeds. mortrages and sur-
There were few clews
to guide the searcher through unre-
Iated masses of documents. A good
searcher knew where to look; a poor

Mr. Maschke was & good searcher.
¥He was a2 man of distinctly intellec-
tual iastes. although they were ac-
a wide streak of
earthiness. He used his intellect for
practical ends. Title-searching, pol-
itics and bridge were the main occu-
pations of his life.

In 188 his family went to Europe,
where Mr. Maschke'zs brother, Dr,
‘A. S. Maschie, wantedtto take post-
graduste work in surgery. Maurice

Whea your weight is balanced
on your feet correctly, you gain
2 new sense of alertnmess and
strength.  Your organms zre held
ia perfect position, and health
abounds! of the
advaniages of wearing ankle-
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hke Dead of Pneumonia; Active in G. O. P. Politics -

stay hers and continue his work.
He lived in & amall apartment down-
x:wn .l?d apent his off hours with
the poker playing, racy up of
men to be found uftho mogot the
distnet.

Soon afterward he began to share
an apartment with Fred L. Taft, the
father of Kingsley A. Taft. former
state representative. The senior Taft
was a close political associate of
Robert E, Mclisson, formerly mayor
and determined to be mayor again.
Taft was his campaign manager.
Taft wanted Mr. Maschke to go
into politics, but Maschke refused to
be persuaded. He was too interested
in making money, in playing cards.
in attending the theater, in clothes,
in food. in attending parties with
his friends, he said.

He Met McKisson
—and Started Upward.

*It’s more fun than anything vou'll
ever get a chance to do,” Taft told
him. “"Besides, if you get !nto poli-
tics and are smart enough vou'll get
an ‘in' at the Court House. You'll
get a lot more business.”
Mr. Maschke went with Taft to
meet  McKisson, a  good-looking,
demagogic, dynamie, suave individ-
ual who was said by his friends to
be oa the way to a grest political
destiny. Mr. Maschke liked him and
to become a precinct worker
in the McKisson organization.

His precinct was home ground. It
was heavily Jewish. Everyone knew
him and evervone liked him.
he became a precinct captain. It
was remarked that he was smart,
hard warking, plausible and that ke
‘meant what he said. Ris entire po-
i litical code was then what it was in
i nis later years. It was “Be loysl
rand grateful to your friends and
compro. e with your enemies when
1t is politically expedient to do aa.”

iy into the political picture. He wa-~
at home in the saloons where most
political business was transacted but
he was not out of place in a parlor,
&s many of his more blaiant co-
workers were.

Suddenir Became Bass.
McKisson was elected mayor and
his organization controlled the city.
Mr. Maschke was made a deputy
county recorder under Fred Saal and
from this post he crept quietly to
the leadership. When he became

aligning
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boss no one knew. The city awoke
j to the fact some time in 1908,

1 “He was always smart,” & friend,
I who saw his rise to the post of boss,
i related. “"But you couldn’t pick out
.any one thing he did and say that’s
i where he started to get power. He
i wa- obviously a comer. but you

inever knew that what he had done:

i was important untti long afterward.
He had the gift of picking people
I guess. more than an)thing else.”

Mr. Maschke was in the back-
ground when McKisson and Mark
Hanna clashed in the memorable
fight over the United States Senate
tseat which President McKinley

SO 8. 1 20w,
Schieffelin & Co.
W vYOex CiTY

AMPORTERS 5:NCY 1794

Lhnoldbla‘.

Teacher’s is ever the

On Sale at
Siate Liquor Stores

-«

generously Mir-O-Kieers*

the moff-sold hosieg in

FiT-AiL-TOP*—81.00

I hsir

HOSIERY

MEN MAKE 600D
X3, HUSBANDS?

produced as gifts! They're so

sheer, sa clear, they've become {

countriss! - AND UP
s | 79{:

I MATKS U, 8. PAY mOS. 1 065 .DEY AND L.000 200

Code No. 216-B—$3.23

3

|
|
|

'

are

ok

{02

ur

Soon |

wanted Hanns to have but which
McKisson had had the audacity to
try for. The fight cuiminated in the
buying of members of the Ohic Leg-
islature, which appointed senators
then, by either side, and sometimes
by both. McKisson lost by a few
votes. He lost more than the sena-
torship because the fight on Hanna
i cost him the great bulk of the Re-
i publican following and he was de-
. feated for mayor by the veteran
Demacrat, “Long John" Farley, In
1899 N

For several vears Mr. Maschke was
lost in the changing patterns of po-
litical alignments. He was in all
elections, he participated in ali the
forays, battles, brawls of the Hanna-
McKisson quarre!, but hs was part
of A movement and not quite an indf-
vidual,

He Won for Friend

by a Grimace.

His facility in manipulating peopls
even in his earliest days is illustra-
ted best by a story he told of himself.

*Saal was running for re-election
as recorder,” he related. ‘‘His oppo-
nent was weil known. liked and had
three sons, all well known and liked.-
‘The four lived in the same precinct
and I was sent there on election day
to try to get a few votes for Saal.

1 didn't know very many people
in the precinct and when 1 got there
1 found Saal's opponent and his sons
and a lot of friends driving voters
{10 the booth in hacks. They were
getling out the voté, all right. There
wasn't very much 1 could do all by
myself.

I just stood as close &s I could to

Mr. Maschke fitted unostentatious- !

the booth. When voters came by
I'd work my face into the most pite-
‘ous expression I was capiuble of and
say: "Qh, mister. won't you please
i vote for-Saal” I've just got to get
jone voté-fn this precinct or it means
‘my job." 7"

Saal carried the precinct.

Very early in the century Me.
Maschke was boss of his own pre-
cinct and one adjoining, heavily
populated by Negroes. By an allie
ance with ‘‘Starlight Boyd, the
Negro political boss, Mr. Maschke
became boss of two more, Absolute
dominance of the four precincts
made a powerful factor in party
councils and at county conventions.

Won *Starlight's’ Loyalty,
How Mr. Aaschke began his al-
liance with Boyd isn't detinitely
known except that Mr. Maschke
threw his four precincts behind a
Boyd candidate in a strategic elec-
tion and won “‘Starlight’s” undying
gratitude.

“Mr. Maschke's the finest man
there is,”" “Starlight” used to say.
baring his two gold teeth in his fa-
| mous  ear-to-ear grin “I dom't
i know anyone who is more my {riend
{than Mr. Maschke.”

The McKisson-Hanna feud dom-
mated Cleveland, to the continued
disorganization of the Republican
party, even after the death of Han-
na. The disorgamzation promoted
the success of Tom L. Johnson, who
kept City Hall the lone Democratic
otfice.

Mr. Maschke was a McKisson man

but he eventually sidestepped his al-
liances with the McKissonites with-
out baring himself to charges of
“ingratitude and disloyaity.” He
accomplished the transfer through
Theodore E. Burton, then a young !
Congressman, who had studiously ;
avoided embroiling himself with!
either faction.
Burton, saturntne, grave, intel.
ligent but lacking in the usual per-
sonal graces which make for success
in politics, eventually emerged as
one of several young leaders whose
ambition it was to turn the Hanna
machine and the McKisson machine
into ore organization. Burton suc-
ceeded ultimately, although the oth-
ers fajled.

Maschke and Burton

Joined in Stratagems.

For many years thereafter Burton
was the real head of the party here,
although -Bis™ right arm was Mr.
Maschke. It was difficult sometimes
to teil where Burton began and Mr.
Maschks {eft off.

From 1904 to 1907, when Burton
left Washington at the request of
President Theodore Roosevelt to tun !
for mavor of Cleveland against Tom !
Johnson, the flaming Democrat, Bur-
ton and Maschke worked uvut several
little stratagems which served as no-
tice to party workers generally that'
new hands were baginning to hold .
the reins.

One of the things Burton did atf
Mr. Maschke s suggestion was 10 of-
fer a resoiutjon at the 1{05 state Re-
publican convention a2t Dayion that
“'the conventon cordialiv  indorse
President Thendore Roosevelt and -
less cordialiy Senators Foraker and
Dick.” \
Foraker and Dick at that time
controlled the party in the state. To
some Republicans they ranked very
close to the Deity and it was the
rankest of heresy for a young Re-
publican congressman, & rather cull-

.names with phrases like

;which was as tumulituous as all state
‘conventiions were then. but it helped

‘1o beat him.

“tomshed. Later they were patroniz-
_ing. as Burton began his campaign
‘with every seeming chance of suc-

i though

from Joanson. The Republicans were

seeming one at that, to mention their
“less cor-
dially.”
Lukewarm in Mayoraity Race,
The offer o? the resolution was oniy
a slight incidert in the convention,

tn create a different impression of
Berton. It wasn't thougut before
thaut he would have courage enough.

Whren Burton was persuaded to
run for mayor it was thougnt that
Maschke wotld come {orward cagerly
t0 assist his friend.

“I'm against it,”" Mr. Maschke said
at s meeting of party leaders
**Johnson is still strong. Burton can't
get votes enough in the right places

Pepublican  leaders

were as-

cess. Mr. Maschke kept his own
opinion and refused to have any
teading part in the campaign, al-
he advised Burton and
worked for him.

Burton took a 10.000-vo'e licking
astonished, none more so than Bur-
ton.

The defeat did Burton no real
harm and he went on to tha United
States Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives, in one of which he had
& seat for the rest of his life. except
l1or a six-year period between 1814
and 1920. Burton became a ‘'states-
man” and devoted. himseif to ‘‘con-
structive matters.” Politics he left
largeiy to Mr. Maschke, whose repu-
tation for shrewdness and knowledge
grew nightly with the spread of his
pruphegy.

Advice Helped Burton
Win Senatorship.

It was Masdchke who pushed Bur-
ton into the senatorship. Burton,
disheartened by his defeat for mayor,
contemplated quitting politics.

A TESTED FIRST AID

Foe thirty-five years OIL of SALT has
been used in first aid work by thousands of
fire ‘dir.;n.nmenu'physi-
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“Don't do it!'* sald Maschke to his
statesman friend. “The very people
who voted against you for mayor
would be for you for senator. (He
was right in the case of the Plain
Dealer, which fought Burton’s cam-
paign for mayor and supported his
fight for senator.) Besides, this is
the right time. Senator Foraker is
through, and the state will resent
Charles P. Taft's attempt ta be
elected merely because his brother
is the new president.”

So, managed by Maschke, A, N.
Rodway, and John H. Orgill, who
had “frienda” throughout the Legis-
lature, Burton went to Columbus and
addressed the Legislature {which
then named the senators),

Maschke was right about Foraker.
That senatorial war horse had been
badly hurt by Theodore Rooseveit's
break with him and by the revela-
tion that the Standard Oil had been
& ‘client” of his. Foraker stayed
just tong enough to split the Cin-
cinnati organization between himself
and Publisher Taft, who had
financed President William 'H, Taft's
campaign for the White House. And
at the psychologicat moment the
Burtonites ‘‘dared’” the president-
elect to come out in behalf of his
brother. President Taft refused to
take a hand, and the Legislature
swept Burton to an overwhelming
triumph—a triumph which was one
of Maschke's greatest, too.

When Burton went to Washington
as senator, Mr. Maschke was his
accredited mouthpiece here. Maschke
was something more. He was ‘‘Re-
publican boss” and t began to dawn

;yon many ndividuals that he had
ébeen for some time.
i Political writers for the news-

papers. with whom Mr. Maschke was
always on the friendliest of terms,
even though most of the papers spent
a large part of their time denounc-
ing him, helped Maschke to become
the recognized boss. They acclaimed
him in ‘such phrases as ‘‘a rapier
in the dark.” until belief grew to a
legend, years later, that Maschke
almost never went wrong.

Mr. Maschke did go wrong seversl
times but he usually went wrong
with eyves open. Defeats usually could
be traced to individuals who won
the Maschke support because they
were friends and invoked the code

of ‘“‘evervthing for a friend.”
Mr. Maschka usually knew they
would be defeated because he was
one of the shrewdest election
prophets bred in his lifetime in
Cleveland.

When Maschke had been es-

tablished as boss for several years
he would never iet a man run if he
didn’'t ‘think he had a chance to win.
He was more careful of picking
friends. But if a friend of his boy-
hood, hix young manhood or his
early political dayvs asked a favor it
was almost never refused.

Loyal in Scandal.

Maschke's indictment in the treas-
ury scandal of 1932 was ultimately
traced to his code of ‘‘everything
for a friend.” Alex Bernstein, son
of *Czar’ Bernstein, who helped
MaschKke in his early days, got into
trouble as chief deput_vgi;oumy treas-
urer.

Mr. Maschke was told of a short-
age in the county treasury, he
said on the witness stand. He
not only signed a note for $120,000
to help pay the money back, but per-
mitted Bernstein to be named county
treasurer for ten months, a rather
precarious position for a man wnno
had had one serious, admitted short-
age.

“The Bernsteins had always been
my friends,’”” Mr. Maschke said. “I
couldn’t do anything else.””

Mr. Maschke was acquitted by
three judges. sitting en banc, whe
said there was npothing in the evi-
dence to connect him with the taking
af money from the treasury. Xe
lost prestige in the city, however,
from which he never really recov-
ered.

County Prosecutor P. L. A. Liegh-
ley. now appellate judge, ridicaled
Mr. Maschke's contention in court
that he helped pay money back out
of friendliness. Lieghley maijniained
that no one would pay a large sum
of money without having been in
some way responsible for the orig-
inal shortage.

Friends said, however. that Mr.
Maschke was entirely capable of
doing such a thing. As a matter of
fact, Mr. Maschke did not know
that the county treasury shortage
which, it developed. was over $5).-
0006. was due to embezziement. He

! waz told. and to hiz later regret he

'chance,
i West Side where Johnson always had
. his strength.”

believeds what his friends told him
without making any investigation
of his own, that there was a deficit
in the treasury because Bernstein
had accepted some bad checks for
taxes from a man who died before
the checks could be made good.

Ran His Boss for
Mayor—and Won.

After Burton’s defeat at Johnson's
hands the Cleveland Republicans re-
signed themselves to watching John-
son in control at City Hall forever.
1In 1809, when the time camaq to select
& new candidate for mayor Repub-
licans said despairingly that there
wasn’t much use in spending monsy
to get a candidate’s name printed on
campaign literature.

. Mr. Maschke astonished them by
saying he had a man who could beat
Johnson,

“It's my boss,” he sald to his in-
quisitors.

His “boss’’ was Herman C. Baehr,
a smiting but rather stolid gentieman
who came from one of the West Side
German families, who had been elect-
ed county recorder and who had ap-
pointed Mr. Maschke as his chief
clerk.

The Republicans guffawed. Baehr
could hardly make a speech and they
couldn't conceive of a campaign be-
ing run from & German turnverein,
where Baehr was a popular figure,
and in his element.

“Baehr will win,' Mr. Maschks
satd positively. *“Jéhnson has been
mayor for eight years. That's too
long. The people would be glad to
elect someane else if they had half a
Baehr will get votes on the

The Republicans shook their heads.
but they remembered Maschke's
prophecy of Burton's defeat. They
told him to go ahead,

, The Prophet.

The campaign that followed was
disheartening. Baehr was ultimately
reduced to making three-minute ap-
pearances, in which he smiled his
beaming smile and read from manu-
script someone had prepared for him.
He loved people, he said, and it was
true. He did love people.

The heavy campaigning was done
by young orators who preceded and
followed Baehr.

Johnson made his usual brilliant
campaign. He thought so little of
Baehr that he stopped campaigning
thres days before the election, al-
though he was the first to know that
normally the last three days of a
campaign are the most important.
He Jeft town.

“Not a chance,”" the Democrats
sald, smilingly, as Baehr continued
his amiable rounds.

Bashr defeated Johnson decisively.
For twenty years following when
Maschke made a pronouncement his
auditors usually said, ‘Yes, sir.”’

In 1910 Maschke was appointed
county recorder to succeed Baehr
and held office for ten months, when
a new recorder was elected. In
1911 he was appointed United States
collector of customs by President
Taft, who was within & few months
of going out of office.

Political Strategy
Helped Nominate Taft.

The greatest of all the political
strategies executed for Maschke lit-
erally swung the G, O. P. presiden-
tial nomination from Theaodore Roose-
velt 10 Williamm Howard Taft in the
1912 sptit, and was perhaps the cause
of the Bull Moose defection, since
Roosevelt justitied his third party
because he had been ‘‘robbed’ of the
party nomination at Chicago. Maach-
ke's part of it .was accomplished
without due attention four months
before the convention, right here in
Cleveland.

The Foosevelt-Taft fight divided
Republican brother against brother
and Republican father against son.
Maschks stuck with Taft, being &
“regular” at heart, but many of his
pariy councilors such as Walter D.

NOW I EAT

STUFFING

Upset Stemeck Goes
in Jfy with Beli-ens

Meals, James K. Garfield and John
D. Yackler went with Roosevelt.

To avoid politicat bloodshed,
Maschke proposed that his Bull
Mocse fricnds concentrate on threee):irli-
mary popular vote and let ag! 34
‘‘acceptable’ Repubiicans pamed by
him run for delegate to the county

The Bull Moosers agreed, feeling
they would win everything in this
red-hot Roosevelt territory. So
Maschke men got the county con-
vention seats—and voted as Maschke
designated for a resolution to in-
struct the county delegation to the
state convention for Taft. By the
margin of these Cleveland delegates,
handled by Maschke, the Ohio con-
vention voted to instruct the state
delegates at large for Taft--regard-
less of Roosevelt's victory in the
Ohio popular vote. And almost by
the margin of the eight Ohio dele-
gates at large, the national conven-
tion chooss Taft over Roosevelt.

Maschke's reward was appointment
by President Taft to the customs col-
lectorship, emblem of party leader-
ahip locally,

When his appointment as collector
of customs wasg finished Maschke
never again sttempted to hold of-
tice, beyond party office. He became
formal party leader, ultimately
formed a law firm and made a for-
tune, which later shrank in the de-
pression of 1930-34.

The turn of the political wheel and
the ascendancy of the Democrats be-
gan about 1928 to dim Mr. Maschke's
iuster. No man could have stemmed
the Democratic tide but his follow-
ers. liks all followers, began to mur-
mur ageainst his leadership. In ad-
dition the criticism of the Maschke
machine politics, founded like alil
machine politics on patronage and
the control of slum wards, began to
occupy greater prominence. One by
one, henchmen of the powerful ma-

‘convention without contest.

chine were accused in graft revela-
tions. Soms were convicted. Some
weren't.

The net resuit ia the public mind,
regardless of the truth or falsity of
the charges, was that, as nswspe-
pers had been maintaining for seve
eral years, “Maschkesism’ was core
ruption. N .

Miller Dealt Blew,

_‘The heginning of the discrediting
of the Maschke machine was in 1828
when Ray T. Miller was elocted
county prosscutor, the office that all
machines try hardest to coatrel
Miller mads a tremendous record se
prosecutor, using the Maschke group
as the moat available fodder.

Miller eonvicted Councliman Thom.
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