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An  Am erica n  St o ry
Welco m e t o  t h e  Ma l t z  Mu seu m  o f  Jew ish  
Heri t a g e . We in vite you an d your studen ts to  
learn , ex perien ce an d sh are th e story of:

l Clev ela n d  Hist o ry  an d th e Im m ig ra n t  
 Ex p erien ce  th at  sh aped our lives an d ch an ged   
 th e world;

l Jew ish  Ho l id a y s a n d  Tra d i t io n s th at  p lay a 
 dyn am ic role in  th e life of a d iverse people; 

l Lo ca l  Hero es, past  an d presen t, wh o m ade th eir  
 m ark in  in dustry, govern m en t, education  an d 
 th e arts; 

l Th e Ho lo ca u st  an d th e im portan ce of teach in g 
 toleran ce in  today’s world . 

It  is our aim  th at  your visit  h ere will in spire you  an d 
your studen ts with  th e h ope an d determ in ation  of 
th ose wh o h ave left  th eir m ark upon  our city, our 
coun try an d our world . 

TO THE 
EDUCATOR

Generations of Jewish men and women have made a profound 
impact on the social, cultural, economic and scientifi c progress of 
our region, our country and our world. Grounded in the ancient 
principles of their faith, their lives represent stories of hope, 
determination, struggle and achievement—an inspiring American 
chapter in the nearly 4,000-year history of the Jewish people. 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
Th is guide is for use w ith  th e fo llow in g program s:
  Coming to America 
 for Grades K-3
 American Dreamers   
 for Grades 3-6
 Becoming American 
 for Grades 6-12

Th is curricu lum  guide is design ed as preparation  
for a visit  to th e Maltz Museum  of Jewish  Heritage. 
It  con tain s backgroun d in form ation , vocabulary 
term s, resources for studen ts an d teach ers, an d 
discussion  question s/activit ies to gu ide classroom  
learn in g. If you  h ave question s about th is gu ide or 
would like furth er assistan ce on  h ow to in corporate 
our exh ibit ion s in to your curricu lum  please call 
216.593.0575. 
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PRE-VISIT DISCUSSION PROMPTS
Fin d out wh at studen ts expect to see an d do at  th e Maltz Museum . Th ese 
discussion  prom pts are in ten ded to gu ide your classroom  preparation :

l Why is it important to study history?
l How can learning about the past help us understand ourselves today? 
l How do ordinary people participate in and make history? 
l Why is it important to learn about other cultures, religions and ethnic groups? 
l How can learning about others help us to understand ourselves?  

Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!
The New Colossus, Emma Lazarus, 1883

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
l Why have immigrants come to America?

l What challenges have they faced?

l How did family and community help 
 them face these challenges?

l What does it mean to be “American”?

l How do people maintain their cultural 
 identity in a new land?
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WHEN DID JEWS FIRST 
COME TO AMERICA? 
Th e h istory of Jew ish  im m igration  
to Am erica refl ects a un ique cu ltural 
experien ce, bu t it  also parallels th e 
experien ces of m an y oth er 
im m igran ts to th is coun try. Jews 
cam e h ere for m an y of th e sam e 
reason s as people of oth er n ation al 
an d eth n ic groups, an d th ey faced 
m an y sim ilar ch allen ges on ce th ey 
arrived. Th e periods of h eigh ten ed 
Jewish  im m igration  also correspon d 
gen erally to th e m ajor waves of 
im m igration  to th e U.S. in  th e 19th  
an d early 20th  cen turies.

Alth ough  Jews did  n ot begin  arrivin g 
in  Am erica in  great  n um bers un til 
th e 19th  cen tury, th e Am erican  Jewish  
com m un ity is in  fact  older th an  th e 
Un ited States itself. A few pion eerin g 
sett lers an d fur traders h ad already 
arrived in  North  Am erica by th e 16th  
cen tury, an d th e fi rst  Jewish  com m u-
n ity was establish ed in  1654. In  
Septem ber of th at  year, 23 Jewish  
sett lers arrived in  New Am sterdam  
from  th e Dutch  colon y of Recife, on  
th e South  Am erican  coast , to m ake a 
n ew h om e in  North  Am erica.

Wh en  th e Brit ish  con quered New 
Am sterdam  in  1664, th ey ch an ged 
th e n am e to New York an d gran ted 
civil an d religious righ ts to th e Jews 
livin g th ere. By th e t im e of th e Am er-
ican  Revolu tion , th ere were sm all 
Jewish  com m un ities in  urban  cen ters 
up  an d down  th e East  Coast  from  
Rh ode Islan d, New York, an d Ph ila-
delph ia to Ch arleston  an d Savan n ah . 
Th ese com m un ities were establish ed 

prim arily by Seph ardic  Jews—th at 
is, Jews of Span ish  an d Portuguese 
h eritage. 

Jewish  im m igration  to Am erica 
rem ain ed slow th rough out th e 18th  
an d early 19th  cen turies, an d th e 
Jewish  m erch an ts wh o did  m ake th e 
trip  gen erally sett led  in  th e urban  
com m un ities of th e East  coast . By 
1840, th e Am erican  Jewish  popula-
t ion  n um bered on ly about 15,000. 
Th e fi rst  Jewish  residen t of Clevelan d 
is believed to h ave been  a Seph ardic 
Jew wh o m oved h ere from  New York 
in  1835. His n am e was Dan iel Levy 
Maduro Peixotto. He cam e to North -
east  Oh io to take a posit ion  at  th e 
Willough by Medical College. But it  
wasn ’t  un til a few years later th at  th e 
fi rst  bon a fi de Jewish  com m un ity was 
establish ed in  Clevelan d. A m ajor 
wave of Jewish  im m igration  from  
Germ an y began  in  th e late 1830s, an d 
it  h ad a powerfu l im pact on  th e Jews 
of Clevelan d an d Am erica.

1492

World History

American History

Cleveland History

First group of Jewish 
settlers arrives on the 
Ste. Catherine from Brazil 
to settle in New York

Touro Synagogue in Newport, 
Rhode Island, is dedicated. It 
is the oldest synagogue 
building in the U.S.

Connecticut cedes all of its 
western claims except the 
Western Reserve, a 3 million 
acre tract in Ohio.

COMING TO 
AMERICA

Did Jews participate in the 
 American Revolution? 
 By the eve of the American 
 Revolution, there were roughly   
 2,000 Jews living in the colonies  
 and most strongly supported the
 Revolution. Many laid down their 
lives for the cause. Francis 
Salvador of Georgia was the fi rst 
Jew to give his life for America’s 
 independence, on July 1, 1776.  

Were Jews welcome in Early  
 America? 
 In 1790, President George 
Washington wrote to the president  
 of the Hebrew Congregation of   
 Newport, Rhode Island “May   
 the children of the stock of   
 Abraham, who dwell in this land,   
continue to merit and enjoy the 
 good will of the other inhabitants,  
 while everyone shall sit in safety   
under his own vine and fi g tree   
 and there shall be none to make   
him afraid.” 

Expulsion of Jews from Spain. 12th - 15th century 
expulsions all over Western Europe lead to 
settlement in Eastern Europe, Mediterranean 
countries, North Africa.
Christopher Columbus sails to America  — Luis 
de Torres, a Jew, accompanies him.

1654 1763 1780

Washington’s letter to the Hebrew 
Congregation of Newport, RI 
U.S. Population: 3,929,625
Jewish population: 1,500

Louisiana Purchase
Beginning of Lewis and Clark 
expedition (1803-1806)

Ohio admitted to the Union

Erie canal construction 
(1817-1825)
Jews settle in Cincinnati

1790 1803 1817

U.S. population: 9,638,000
Jewish Population: 3,000

Cleveland population: 606

1820

Construction of Ohio and 
Erie Canal, 1825-1827

1825
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WHO WERE CLEVELAND’S 
FIRST JEWISH SETTLERS? 
Durin g th e 19th  cen tury, as m an y as 
th ree m illion  Germ an -speakin g 
European s m igrated to th e Un ited 
States. Am on g th at  group were several 
h un dred th ousan d Jews. In  addit ion  
to escapin g th e after-effects of th e 

Napoleon ic Wars an d seekin g 
econ om ic opportun it ies, th ese 
Germ an -Jewish  im m igran ts were 
h opin g for relief from  restrict ive 
laws in  th eir h om elan ds. Man y h ad 
supported th e polit ical revolu tion s 
th at  spran g up across Europe in  
1848. Wh en  th e revolu tion s failed , 
th ousan ds fl ed to Am erica to fi n d th e 
freedom s th ey sough t.  

On  May 5, 1839, 15 Jewish  im -
m igran ts left  Un sleben , Bavaria for 
Am erica. Two years earlier, th eir 
town sm an , Sim on  Th orm an , h ad 
establish ed a fur-tradin g busin ess 
in  th e town  of Clevelan d, an d th ey 
ch ose to sett le th ere as well. Th e Oh io 
an d Erie Can al was com pleted in  
1833, perm itt in g early im m igran ts to 
arrive by lake-steam er from  Buffalo 
after n avigatin g th e Erie Can al from  
New York City. (By th e 1850s, 
railroads offered quicker an d m ore 
direct  rou tes to Clevelan d.) Like oth er 
im m igran ts to Am erica, th e 
Un sleben  Jews were seekin g a better 
life in  Am erica. Yet, upon  th eir 
departure, th eir rabbi gave th em  a 
let ter askin g th em  n ot to forget  th eir 
faith :

“Friends! You are traveling to a 
land of freedom  where the op-
portunity will be presented to 
live without com pulsory religious 
education. Resist the tem pting 
freedom  and do not turn away 
from  the religion of our fathers. 
Do not throw away your holy 
religion for quickly lost earthly 
pleasures...”

Th ese im m igran ts arrived in  
Clevelan d to fi n d a boom in g 
m ercan tile cen ter. With  th e city’s 
prim e location  on  Lake Erie at  th e 
m outh  of th e Cuyah oga River, alon g 
with  th e com pletion  of th e Oh io 
Can al in  1832, Clevelan d was a 
n atural d istribu tion  poin t  for goods 
h eadin g to th e coun try’s in terior. 
In dustry was expan din g as well, an d 
th e population  grew accordin gly.
As with  an y im m igran t com m un ity, 
Clevelan d’s n ewly arrived Germ an  
Jews im m ediately tried  to fu lfi ll th eir 
n eeds for h ousin g, work, education , 
m utual support , an d religious 
practice. 

On e of th e com m un ity’s fi rst  orders 
of busin ess was to purch ase lan d 
for a Jewish  cem etery. In  Ju ly 1840, 
Th orm an  an d h is n eigh bors bough t 
an  acre of lan d at  th e corn er of Wil-
let t  St . (n ow Fulton  St.) an d Mon roe 
St. Th ey also foun ded th e Israelit ic 
Society for Worsh ip . By 1850, th at  

con gregation  h ad split  in to An sh e 
Ch esed (n ow Fairm oun t Tem ple) an d 
Tifereth  Israel (n ow Th e Tem ple).  
Local public sch ools were in adequate 
in  th e 1840s, so th ese syn agogues 
p rovided secular as well as religious 

World History

American History

Cleveland History

Failed revolutions in 
Europe hasten Jewish 
emigration

Cleveland Jewish 
population: 120

Lincoln elected
U.S. Population: 31,443,000
Jewish Population: 200,000 

Cleveland population: 43,417
Cleveland Jewish: 1,000

1861-1865 Civil War First rabbinical school 
in America, Maimonides 
College, is founded in 
Philadelphia

education  for th e com m un ity’s youn g 
people. A syn agogue is som etim es 
called  a sch ul, wh ich  is th e Yiddish  
word for sch ool. 

Clevelan d’s Germ an -Jewish  
im m igran ts foun d crowded livin g 
quarters in  th e Cen tral Market area 
east  of th e Cuyah oga River, an d by 
1860 th e city’s 1,200 Jewish  

in h abitan ts were clustered in  th e 
Woodlan d n eigh borh ood. Man y of 
th e Jews wh o sett led  in  Clevelan d 
were sh opkeepers an d peddlers, 
alth ough  a few were skilled  crafts-
m en . Peddlers would often  carry th eir 
wares from  door to door or town  to 
town , h opin g even tually to save up  
en ough  m on ey to open  th eir own  
sh op. A few of th ese early 
en trepren eurs prospered in  th is 
lan d of opportun ity, bu ild in g sm all 
busin esses in to retail an d in dustrial 
gian ts. Halle’s Departm en t Store, for 
exam ple, was started  by Sam uel an d 
Salm on  Halle, wh o h ad learn ed th e 
busin ess from  th eir fath er Moses. 
Moses em igrated from  Germ an y 
in  1848.

By 1880, th e Clevelan d Jewish  
com m un ity n um bered about 3,500. 
Th ey were prim arily of Germ an  origin  
an d h ad assim ilated  to a large degree 
in to th e gen eral life of th e city. Th at 
decade, h owever, saw th e begin n in g 
of th e n ext wave of Jewish  im m igra-
t ion . On ce again , th e Jewish  com -
m un ity would experien ce radical 
ch an ges as a resu lt .

WHO WERE THE NEXT 
WAVE OF JEWISH 
IMMIGRANTS?
Over th e n ext h alf-cen tury, m illion s 
of im m igran ts arrived in  th e Un ited 
States. Alm ost 600,000 Eastern  Euro-
pean  im m igran ts sett led  in  th e Cleve-
lan d region  alon e, in cludin g about 
70,000 Jews wh o sough t freedom  
from  th e econ om ic h ardsh ips an d 
an tisem itism  th ey faced in  th eir 
h om e coun tries.  

Th e n ew im m igran ts probably 
seem ed stran ge to th eir Am erican ized 
Germ an  cousin s—th ey dressed 
differen tly, spoke a d ifferen t 
lan guage—Yiddish —an d didn ’t  h ave 
m uch  to call th eir own . Non eth eless, 
th e local com m un ity establish ed an d 
expan ded a n um ber of social service 
agen cies to serve th e n eeds of th e 
growin g com m un ity. Th e Jewish  
Com m un ity Federation  was foun ded 
in  1903 to coordin ate fun draisin g for 
Jewish  ch arit ies. Th e Jewish  Orph an  
Asylum  open ed in  1868; in  1941, it  
becam e Bellefaire Jewish  Ch ildren ’s 
Bureau . Th e Aged an d In fi rm  Israel-
ites Hom e (later ren am ed for Moses 
Mon tefi ore) was foun ded in  1882, 

Simson Thorman 
purchases land in 
Cleveland

Daniel Maduro Peixotto 
arrives in Cleveland

Cleveland and Ohio City 
incorporated

Alsbacher party arrives 
in Cleveland

U.S. Population: 17,069,000
Jewish population: 20,000

Cleveland population: 6,071
Land for Jewish cemetery purchased

1848 1852 1860 1861 18671832 1835 1836 1839 1840

Hebrew Union College opens in 
Cincinnati

Hebrew Immigration Aid Society 
established to assist the needy

1875

Why did Yetta Alsbacher 
change her name?
Yetta Alsbacher arrived in 
Cleveland with her family as part 
of the group from Unsleben in 
1839. By the early 1840s she had 
changed her name to Julia. Many 
new arrivals changed their names 
in order to feel more American 
and assimilate more easily into 
American life. 

Who was the fi rst Jewish 
child born in Cleveland? 
Simon Thorman married Regina  
Klein, one of the Unsleben set-
tlers, in 1840, the fi rst Jewish 
marriage in Cleveland. Their son 
Samuel, born the same year, was 
the fi rst Jewish child born here.
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1833, perm itt in g early im m igran ts to 
arrive by lake-steam er from  Buffalo 
after n avigatin g th e Erie Can al from  
New York City. (By th e 1850s, 
railroads offered quicker an d m ore 
direct  rou tes to Clevelan d.) Like oth er 
im m igran ts to Am erica, th e 
Un sleben  Jews were seekin g a better 
life in  Am erica. Yet, upon  th eir 
departure, th eir rabbi gave th em  a 
let ter askin g th em  n ot to forget  th eir 
faith :

“Friends! You are traveling to a 
land of freedom  where the op-
portunity will be presented to 
live without com pulsory religious 
education. Resist the tem pting 
freedom  and do not turn away 
from  the religion of our fathers. 
Do not throw away your holy 
religion for quickly lost earthly 
pleasures...”

Th ese im m igran ts arrived in  
Clevelan d to fi n d a boom in g 
m ercan tile cen ter. With  th e city’s 
prim e location  on  Lake Erie at  th e 
m outh  of th e Cuyah oga River, alon g 
with  th e com pletion  of th e Oh io 
Can al in  1832, Clevelan d was a 
n atural d istribu tion  poin t  for goods 
h eadin g to th e coun try’s in terior. 
In dustry was expan din g as well, an d 
th e population  grew accordin gly.
As with  an y im m igran t com m un ity, 
Clevelan d’s n ewly arrived Germ an  
Jews im m ediately tried  to fu lfi ll th eir 
n eeds for h ousin g, work, education , 
m utual support , an d religious 
practice. 

On e of th e com m un ity’s fi rst  orders 
of busin ess was to purch ase lan d 
for a Jewish  cem etery. In  Ju ly 1840, 
Th orm an  an d h is n eigh bors bough t 
an  acre of lan d at  th e corn er of Wil-
let t  St . (n ow Fulton  St.) an d Mon roe 
St. Th ey also foun ded th e Israelit ic 
Society for Worsh ip . By 1850, th at  

con gregation  h ad split  in to An sh e 
Ch esed (n ow Fairm oun t Tem ple) an d 
Tifereth  Israel (n ow Th e Tem ple).  
Local public sch ools were in adequate 
in  th e 1840s, so th ese syn agogues 
p rovided secular as well as religious 
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Failed revolutions in 
Europe hasten Jewish 
emigration

Cleveland Jewish 
population: 120

Lincoln elected
U.S. Population: 31,443,000
Jewish Population: 200,000 

Cleveland population: 43,417
Cleveland Jewish: 1,000

1861-1865 Civil War First rabbinical school 
in America, Maimonides 
College, is founded in 
Philadelphia

education  for th e com m un ity’s youn g 
people. A syn agogue is som etim es 
called  a sch ul, wh ich  is th e Yiddish  
word for sch ool. 

Clevelan d’s Germ an -Jewish  
im m igran ts foun d crowded livin g 
quarters in  th e Cen tral Market area 
east  of th e Cuyah oga River, an d by 
1860 th e city’s 1,200 Jewish  

in h abitan ts were clustered in  th e 
Woodlan d n eigh borh ood. Man y of 
th e Jews wh o sett led  in  Clevelan d 
were sh opkeepers an d peddlers, 
alth ough  a few were skilled  crafts-
m en . Peddlers would often  carry th eir 
wares from  door to door or town  to 
town , h opin g even tually to save up  
en ough  m on ey to open  th eir own  
sh op. A few of th ese early 
en trepren eurs prospered in  th is 
lan d of opportun ity, bu ild in g sm all 
busin esses in to retail an d in dustrial 
gian ts. Halle’s Departm en t Store, for 
exam ple, was started  by Sam uel an d 
Salm on  Halle, wh o h ad learn ed th e 
busin ess from  th eir fath er Moses. 
Moses em igrated from  Germ an y 
in  1848.

By 1880, th e Clevelan d Jewish  
com m un ity n um bered about 3,500. 
Th ey were prim arily of Germ an  origin  
an d h ad assim ilated  to a large degree 
in to th e gen eral life of th e city. Th at 
decade, h owever, saw th e begin n in g 
of th e n ext wave of Jewish  im m igra-
t ion . On ce again , th e Jewish  com -
m un ity would experien ce radical 
ch an ges as a resu lt .

WHO WERE THE NEXT 
WAVE OF JEWISH 
IMMIGRANTS?
Over th e n ext h alf-cen tury, m illion s 
of im m igran ts arrived in  th e Un ited 
States. Alm ost 600,000 Eastern  Euro-
pean  im m igran ts sett led  in  th e Cleve-
lan d region  alon e, in cludin g about 
70,000 Jews wh o sough t freedom  
from  th e econ om ic h ardsh ips an d 
an tisem itism  th ey faced in  th eir 
h om e coun tries.  

Th e n ew im m igran ts probably 
seem ed stran ge to th eir Am erican ized 
Germ an  cousin s—th ey dressed 
differen tly, spoke a d ifferen t 
lan guage—Yiddish —an d didn ’t  h ave 
m uch  to call th eir own . Non eth eless, 
th e local com m un ity establish ed an d 
expan ded a n um ber of social service 
agen cies to serve th e n eeds of th e 
growin g com m un ity. Th e Jewish  
Com m un ity Federation  was foun ded 
in  1903 to coordin ate fun draisin g for 
Jewish  ch arit ies. Th e Jewish  Orph an  
Asylum  open ed in  1868; in  1941, it  
becam e Bellefaire Jewish  Ch ildren ’s 
Bureau . Th e Aged an d In fi rm  Israel-
ites Hom e (later ren am ed for Moses 
Mon tefi ore) was foun ded in  1882, 

Simson Thorman 
purchases land in 
Cleveland

Daniel Maduro Peixotto 
arrives in Cleveland

Cleveland and Ohio City 
incorporated

Alsbacher party arrives 
in Cleveland

U.S. Population: 17,069,000
Jewish population: 20,000

Cleveland population: 6,071
Land for Jewish cemetery purchased

1848 1852 1860 1861 18671832 1835 1836 1839 1840

Hebrew Union College opens in 
Cincinnati

Hebrew Immigration Aid Society 
established to assist the needy

1875

Why did Yetta Alsbacher 
change her name?
Yetta Alsbacher arrived in 
Cleveland with her family as part 
of the group from Unsleben in 
1839. By the early 1840s she had 
changed her name to Julia. Many 
new arrivals changed their names 
in order to feel more American 
and assimilate more easily into 
American life. 

Who was the fi rst Jewish 
child born in Cleveland? 
Simon Thorman married Regina  
Klein, one of the Unsleben set-
tlers, in 1840, the fi rst Jewish 
marriage in Cleveland. Their son 
Samuel, born the same year, was 
the fi rst Jewish child born here.
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an d th e Hebrew Orth odox Old Age 
Hom e (later ren am ed Men orah  Park) 
open ed in  1906. Mt. Sin ai h ospital 
was establish ed in  1902.

Th e Jews of Germ an  descen t were 
stron gly in fl uen ced by Reform  
Judaism , wh ich  began  in  Germ an y 
durin g th e 19th  cen tury. Reform  Juda-
ism  sough t to update th e religion  an d 
create m odes of practice m ore in  lin e 
with  a m odern  lifestyle. By con trast , 
th e Eastern  European  im m igran ts 
ten ded to be align ed with  th e Orth o-
dox  form  of Jewish  practice, wh ich  
clun g m ore closely to tradit ion al 
observan ce. Th e syn agogues an d 
sch ools establish ed by th e differen t 
segm en ts of th e com m un ity refl ected 
th ese affi liat ion s.  Th e n ewer arrivals 
also retain ed th e use of Yiddish —th e 
tradit ion al lan guage of Eastern  Euro-
pean  Jews. Yiddish -lan guage n ewspa-
pers an d Yiddish  th eater production s 
were very popular.

By th e 1870s, youn g or n ewly arrived 
Jews n o lon ger peddled goods, bu t 
received th eir busin ess train in g as 

clerks or bookkeepers in  th e fi rm s 
of relat ives or oth er Jewish  busin ess 
own ers. Th e com m un ity was in volved 
in  retail an d wh olesale dry goods, 
h ides an d furs, grocery an d cloth -
in g establish m en ts, an d, to a lesser 
degree, as com m ission  m erch an ts, 
sh ippers an d ban kers. Oth ers wen t 
in to th e bu ild in g trades. Still oth ers 
becam e in terested in  m an ufactur-
in g, especially cloth in g an d textiles. 
By 1900 Clevelan d’s largely Jewish -
own ed garm en t in dustry was am on g 
th e m ost im portan t  in  Am erica, 
secon d on ly to New York. 

Garm en t factories were often  gruelin g 
p laces to work—som etim es referred 
to as “sw eatsh ops.”  Alth ough  
Clevelan d’s garm en t workers actu-
ally fared better th an  som e, th ey st ill 
worked lon g h ours for lit t le pay. Th e 
widespread exploitat ion  of workers 
an d th e absen ce of labor laws led  to 
th e rise of labor un ion s durin g th is 
period.  Jewish  im m igran ts were often  
at  th e forefron t of th is m ovem en t. 
Clevelan d’s m ain  Jewish  n eigh -
borh ood, in  th e Woodlan d area, 
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rem ain ed crowded an d poor.  Sin gle-
fam ily h om es h oused th ree or four 
fam ilies, an d th ey often  took in  
boarders to m ake extra m on ey. 
Everyon e worked to h elp  support  
th eir fam ilies. By th e early 20th  cen tu-
ry, h owever, th e city’s growin g Jewish  
com m un ity spread to th e Glen ville 
an d Kin sm an  areas.  

Glen ville was a popular destin ation  
for th e em ergin g Eastern  European  
Jewish  m iddle class. Th is den sely 
populated area was h om e to m an y 
Jewish  busin esses an d com m un ity
organ ization s. Th e Jewish  com m un ity 
in  Kin sm an  was sm aller an d prim arily 
workin g-class. Kin sm an  becam e a 
cen ter for Jewish  un ion s an d socialist  
activity.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO 
BE AN AMERICAN?
For m ost im m igran ts in  th e 19th  an d 
early 20th  cen turies, th e prim ary goal 
was to becom e “Am erican .” Th is 
usually m ean t speakin g En glish , 
livin g an d dressin g like oth er 
Am erican s, an d m akin g en ough  
m on ey to support  th eir fam ilies an d 

even tually m ove out of th e 
im m igran t n eigh borh oods. Often , 
com m un ity groups tried  to h elp  n ew 
arrivals by offerin g En glish  classes, 
job train in g, an d advice on  h ow to 
adapt to Am erican  life. Man y im m i-
gran ts were fi ercely patriotic about 
th eir n ew coun try an d even tually 
becam e n aturalized citizen s.

Th ere was often  ten sion  between  th e 
desire to becom e Am erican  an d th e 
wish  to retain  cu ltural, religious, or 
eth n ic iden tity.  Man y Eastern  Euro-
pean  Jews con tin ued to speak Yiddish  
an d follow th e ru les of Orth odox Ju-
daism .  Th ey h eld  on to th e ritual an d 
person al objects th ey h ad brough t 
with  th em  from  th e Old Coun try.  
Oth ers d isregarded th eir Jewish  
h eritage altogeth er for th e sake of 
Am erican ization ; exactly wh at th e 
Un sleben  docum en t h ad warn ed 
again st! Im m igran ts today con tin ue 
to struggle with  th is ch allen gin g 
dyn am ic, regardless of wh ere th ey 
are from . 

HOW HAS THE 
CLEVELAND JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CHANGED?
Im m igration  to th e U.S. decreased 
sh arply in  th e 1920s wh en  th e 
Am erican  govern m en t pu t restric-
t ive im m igration  laws in to p lace. Th e 
Clevelan d Jewish  com m un ity con tin -
ued to th rive, h owever.  Its m em bers 
gradually m oved out of th e city an d, 
by 1950, Jewish  life h ad sh ifted  to 
Clevelan d Heigh ts, Sh aker Heigh ts 
an d th e eastern  suburbs. Man y of th e 
syn agogues an d com m un al in stitu -
t ion s establish ed by th e fi rst  Germ an  
an d Eastern  European  im m igran ts 
rem ain  today, alth ough  often  th ey 
h ave followed th e com m un ity to th e 
suburbs. Th e old  division s between  
Germ an  an d Eastern  European  Jews 
h ave largely been  forgotten . Of 
course, som e dist in ction s rem ain , 
part icu larly in  th e way differen t 
groups in terpret  con tem porary Jewish  
tradit ion  an d practice.

In  recen t decades, Jewish  im m igran ts 
from  th e form er Soviet  Un ion  h ave 
join ed th e area’s vibran t com m un ity, 
addin g to its rich n ess an d diversity.  
As in  previous eras, social service 
organ ization s establish ed by earlier 
arrivals h ave h elped to ease th eir 
tran sit ion .

What is Yiddish?
Yiddish is a language that was 
spoken by Jews in Central and East-
ern Europe for hundreds of years.  It 
combines Hebrew with German and 
Slavic infl uences. The use of Yiddish 
has decreased dramatically in the 
past 100 years, and relatively few 
Jews speak it regularly today.

Why were newspapers and 
entertainments so important 
to Jewish immigrants? 
Yiddish newspapers and theater   
performances helped Eastern
European Jewish immigrants   
bridge the gap between the Old   
World and their new lives in
America. They could stay informed 
and entertained while connecting 
with their community through their 
native language.

U.S. Population: 76,212,168
U.S. Jewish Population: 
1,058,135

Ohio population: 4,157,545
Cleveland population: 381,768
Cleveland Jewish: 20,000

Triangle Shirtwaist 
Fire — 146 die.

Garment workers 
strike. Die Yiddishe 
Velt (Jewish World) 
begins publication

Anti-Defamation League 
established

Cleveland chapter of 
Hadassah founded

Russian Revolution

U.S. enters World War I

Est. Ohio Jewish 
population: 166,361
Cleveland Jewish 
population: 100,000

U.S. Population: 106,021,537
U.S. Jewish population: 
3,602,150

World Jewish population: approximately 
7.5 million

First systematic census of America Jewry published  
U.S. Jewish Population: 230,257. 
Total U.S.: 50,189,209

Ohio Census: 3,198,062
Cleveland: 160,146
Cleveland Jewish: 3,500

Pogroms sweep 
Southern Russia; 
beginning of mass 
immigration

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis founded 

Hebrew Observer fi rst 
published

Ellis Island opens

1900 1911 1913 1917 19201880 1881 1889 1892

U.S. Immigration 
laws restrict entry of 
Eastern and Southern 
Europeans

Cleveland Clinic 
established

1921
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an d th e Hebrew Orth odox Old Age 
Hom e (later ren am ed Men orah  Park) 
open ed in  1906. Mt. Sin ai h ospital 
was establish ed in  1902.

Th e Jews of Germ an  descen t were 
stron gly in fl uen ced by Reform  
Judaism , wh ich  began  in  Germ an y 
durin g th e 19th  cen tury. Reform  Juda-
ism  sough t to update th e religion  an d 
create m odes of practice m ore in  lin e 
with  a m odern  lifestyle. By con trast , 
th e Eastern  European  im m igran ts 
ten ded to be align ed with  th e Orth o-
dox  form  of Jewish  practice, wh ich  
clun g m ore closely to tradit ion al 
observan ce. Th e syn agogues an d 
sch ools establish ed by th e differen t 
segm en ts of th e com m un ity refl ected 
th ese affi liat ion s.  Th e n ewer arrivals 
also retain ed th e use of Yiddish —th e 
tradit ion al lan guage of Eastern  Euro-
pean  Jews. Yiddish -lan guage n ewspa-
pers an d Yiddish  th eater production s 
were very popular.

By th e 1870s, youn g or n ewly arrived 
Jews n o lon ger peddled goods, bu t 
received th eir busin ess train in g as 

clerks or bookkeepers in  th e fi rm s 
of relat ives or oth er Jewish  busin ess 
own ers. Th e com m un ity was in volved 
in  retail an d wh olesale dry goods, 
h ides an d furs, grocery an d cloth -
in g establish m en ts, an d, to a lesser 
degree, as com m ission  m erch an ts, 
sh ippers an d ban kers. Oth ers wen t 
in to th e bu ild in g trades. Still oth ers 
becam e in terested in  m an ufactur-
in g, especially cloth in g an d textiles. 
By 1900 Clevelan d’s largely Jewish -
own ed garm en t in dustry was am on g 
th e m ost im portan t  in  Am erica, 
secon d on ly to New York. 

Garm en t factories were often  gruelin g 
p laces to work—som etim es referred 
to as “sw eatsh ops.”  Alth ough  
Clevelan d’s garm en t workers actu-
ally fared better th an  som e, th ey st ill 
worked lon g h ours for lit t le pay. Th e 
widespread exploitat ion  of workers 
an d th e absen ce of labor laws led  to 
th e rise of labor un ion s durin g th is 
period.  Jewish  im m igran ts were often  
at  th e forefron t of th is m ovem en t. 
Clevelan d’s m ain  Jewish  n eigh -
borh ood, in  th e Woodlan d area, 
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rem ain ed crowded an d poor.  Sin gle-
fam ily h om es h oused th ree or four 
fam ilies, an d th ey often  took in  
boarders to m ake extra m on ey. 
Everyon e worked to h elp  support  
th eir fam ilies. By th e early 20th  cen tu-
ry, h owever, th e city’s growin g Jewish  
com m un ity spread to th e Glen ville 
an d Kin sm an  areas.  

Glen ville was a popular destin ation  
for th e em ergin g Eastern  European  
Jewish  m iddle class. Th is den sely 
populated area was h om e to m an y 
Jewish  busin esses an d com m un ity
organ ization s. Th e Jewish  com m un ity 
in  Kin sm an  was sm aller an d prim arily 
workin g-class. Kin sm an  becam e a 
cen ter for Jewish  un ion s an d socialist  
activity.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO 
BE AN AMERICAN?
For m ost im m igran ts in  th e 19th  an d 
early 20th  cen turies, th e prim ary goal 
was to becom e “Am erican .” Th is 
usually m ean t speakin g En glish , 
livin g an d dressin g like oth er 
Am erican s, an d m akin g en ough  
m on ey to support  th eir fam ilies an d 

even tually m ove out of th e 
im m igran t n eigh borh oods. Often , 
com m un ity groups tried  to h elp  n ew 
arrivals by offerin g En glish  classes, 
job train in g, an d advice on  h ow to 
adapt to Am erican  life. Man y im m i-
gran ts were fi ercely patriotic about 
th eir n ew coun try an d even tually 
becam e n aturalized citizen s.

Th ere was often  ten sion  between  th e 
desire to becom e Am erican  an d th e 
wish  to retain  cu ltural, religious, or 
eth n ic iden tity.  Man y Eastern  Euro-
pean  Jews con tin ued to speak Yiddish  
an d follow th e ru les of Orth odox Ju-
daism .  Th ey h eld  on to th e ritual an d 
person al objects th ey h ad brough t 
with  th em  from  th e Old Coun try.  
Oth ers d isregarded th eir Jewish  
h eritage altogeth er for th e sake of 
Am erican ization ; exactly wh at th e 
Un sleben  docum en t h ad warn ed 
again st! Im m igran ts today con tin ue 
to struggle with  th is ch allen gin g 
dyn am ic, regardless of wh ere th ey 
are from . 

HOW HAS THE 
CLEVELAND JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CHANGED?
Im m igration  to th e U.S. decreased 
sh arply in  th e 1920s wh en  th e 
Am erican  govern m en t pu t restric-
t ive im m igration  laws in to p lace. Th e 
Clevelan d Jewish  com m un ity con tin -
ued to th rive, h owever.  Its m em bers 
gradually m oved out of th e city an d, 
by 1950, Jewish  life h ad sh ifted  to 
Clevelan d Heigh ts, Sh aker Heigh ts 
an d th e eastern  suburbs. Man y of th e 
syn agogues an d com m un al in stitu -
t ion s establish ed by th e fi rst  Germ an  
an d Eastern  European  im m igran ts 
rem ain  today, alth ough  often  th ey 
h ave followed th e com m un ity to th e 
suburbs. Th e old  division s between  
Germ an  an d Eastern  European  Jews 
h ave largely been  forgotten . Of 
course, som e dist in ction s rem ain , 
part icu larly in  th e way differen t 
groups in terpret  con tem porary Jewish  
tradit ion  an d practice.

In  recen t decades, Jewish  im m igran ts 
from  th e form er Soviet  Un ion  h ave 
join ed th e area’s vibran t com m un ity, 
addin g to its rich n ess an d diversity.  
As in  previous eras, social service 
organ ization s establish ed by earlier 
arrivals h ave h elped to ease th eir 
tran sit ion .

What is Yiddish?
Yiddish is a language that was 
spoken by Jews in Central and East-
ern Europe for hundreds of years.  It 
combines Hebrew with German and 
Slavic infl uences. The use of Yiddish 
has decreased dramatically in the 
past 100 years, and relatively few 
Jews speak it regularly today.

Why were newspapers and 
entertainments so important 
to Jewish immigrants? 
Yiddish newspapers and theater   
performances helped Eastern
European Jewish immigrants   
bridge the gap between the Old   
World and their new lives in
America. They could stay informed 
and entertained while connecting 
with their community through their 
native language.
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begins publication
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Cleveland chapter of 
Hadassah founded
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U.S. enters World War I

Est. Ohio Jewish 
population: 166,361
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World War II begins with German 
invasion of Poland

Germany surrenders; Japan 
surrenders

Yalta Conference. 
V-E day

1939        
Paris Peace Conference

Oscar: Gentleman’s Agreement, a 
controversial fi lm about a journalist 
(Gregory Peck) who pretended to be a 
Jew in order to research antisemitism

Abba Hillel Silver addresses the UN on 
behalf of the emerging state of Israel

l Marcus Spiegel and his 
 family came to Norteast
 Ohio from Germany in 
 1849. In 1861, Spiegel 
 joined the Union forces,  
 fi ghting as a colonel in the  
 120th Ohio Volunteer Infan-
 try in the Civil War.  In  
 1864, he was killed in  
 battle. After the war, 
 Marcus’ brother Joseph 
 founded the nationally
 known Spiegel mail-order  
 catalogue company.

l Brothers Charles, Leonard, 
 and Max Ratowczer   
 changed their name to 
 Ratner when they arrived 
 in Cleveland from Poland 
 in the early 1920s. By 
 1926, the three became 
 partners in the Forest City 

 building materials com- 
 pany. They soon expanded 
 to the real estate market, 
 eventually becoming one 
 of the country’s leading 
 real estate development 
 fi rms. The family contin-
 ues to use its wealth and 
 standing to support Jewish 
 charities throughout 
 Northeast Ohio.

l Sarah Sher was born in 
 Lithuania. When she was 
 25, she and her son Hyman 
 came to Cleveland to join 
 her husband Bernard who 
 had arrived two years 
 before. After Hyman died 
 Sarah opened a confection-
 ary shop on Scovill Avenue 
 to support her family.

l Born in Poland in 1879, 
 Rose Pastor immigrated to 
 Cleveland with her fam-
 ily in 1890. As a child, she 
 worked in Cleveland’s 
 sweatshops, educating 
 herself when she could 
 fi nd the time. As an adult, 
 she moved to New York 
 and became a well-known 
 writer, labor activist, and 
 anti-war protestor.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

For Lower Grades 
l If you  were m ovin g to a n ew place an d could   
 on ly brin g on e sm all su itcase, h ow would you   
 decide wh at to brin g an d wh at to leave beh in d?

l Wh at do you  th in k is th e h ardest  part  of m ovin g  
 to a n ew lan d? Learn in g a n ew lan guage? 
 Eatin g n ew foods? Gett in g used to th e weath er?  
 Fin din g a job? 

l Im agin e you  are livin g in  Clevelan d 100 years  
 ago. Write a let ter to an  overseas relat ive in    
 wh ich  you  describe a typical day in  your life.  
 Wh at does your fam ily do to earn  a livin g?   
 Wh at is it  like in  your n eigh borh ood an d your  
 sch ool?

l Wh at is a tradit ion ? Wh at are som e of th e 
 tradit ion s you  an d your fam ily part icipate in ? 

l  Jewish  fam ilies arrivin g from  Europe in  th e   
 1880s brough t th in gs with  th em  from  th eir   
 h om elan d th at  represen ted th eir cu ltural 
 t radit ion s. Wh at do you  th in k som e of th ose  
 th in gs were? 

For Upper Grades 
l Wh at opportun it ies d id  Am erica offer to 
 im m igran ts in  th e past? Wh at ch allen ges did   
 th ey face? Wh at about im m igran ts com in g to  
 Am erica today? 

l Do you  th in k is it  m ore im portan t  for an  
 im m igran t to assim ilate as qu ickly as possible or  
 sh ould  h e/sh e try to m ain tain  form er tradit ion s  
 an d practices? Does th e desire to m ain tain  
 form er ways preven t on e from  fu lly becom in g  
 Am erican ?

l Im agin e you  are a Jewish  peddler in  Clevelan d  
 in  th e 1880s. Write an  accoun t of your travels.  
 In clude p laces you  visited , th in gs you  sold ,   
 wh ere you  slept , wh at you  ate, people you  m et,  
 your profi t  an d loss an d your feelin gs about   
 m ovin g from  place to p lace. 

l Listen  to exam ples of Am erican  Yiddish  Th eatre  
 m usic from  th e early part  of th e 20th  cen tury. 
 In  wh at ways do th e lyrics refl ect  th e issues
 Jewish  im m igran ts faced as th ey tried  to adjust  
 to Am erican  life? How are th e son gs  expression s 
 of both  Am erican  an d Eastern  European  Jewish  
 cu lture? 

l Research  h ow m an y Jews cam e to Am erica 
 durin g th e period 1880-1924. In  wh ich  years d id   
 th e largest  n um ber arrive? Wh at m ajor even ts 
 h appen ed durin g th ose years th at  m igh t h ave  
 caused th em  to leave Europe for Am erica? 

l How im portan t do you  th in k in stitu tion s such   
 as sch ools, orph an ages, com m un ity cen ters   
 an d religious organ ization s were in  creatin g   
 Clevelan d’s Jewish  n eigh borh oods in  th e 1880s?  
 Are sim ilar in stitu tion s st ill im portan t  in  today’s  
 com m un ities?

Yeshiva College opens in NY

Rabbi Brickner debates 
Clarence Darrow: “Is Man a 
Machine?”

Stock Market 
crashes on Oct. 29

Nuremburg Laws in Germany 
deprive Jews of their civil 
rights

Jewish Community Council 
founded

U.S. Jewish population:
4,700,000

Ohio Jewish population: 183,570
Cleveland Jewish population: 90,000
Cleveland Heights Jewish population: 
10,150

Kristallnacht in 
Germany
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Abba Hillel Silver addresses the UN on 
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Books for Teachers

Baicker, Karen. Immigration Then and Now. Scholastic 
Professional Books, 1997.
This comprehensive resource for teaching immigration to 
students in grades 4-8 includes primary sources, 
immigrant interviews, suggested activities, and student 
reproducibles. 

Cordasco, Francesco, ed. Dictionary of American 
Immigration History. Scarecrow Press, 1990.
Cordasco’s vast compilation includes over 2,500 entries on 
a wide range of general and specialized immigration topics.

Gartner, Lloyd P. History of the Jews of Cleveland (2nd 
Edition). Associated University Presses, 1987.
A comprehensive, scholarly history of the Cleveland 
Jewish community from 1840 up to the end of the 20th 
century, with an extensive index for easy reference.

Howe, Irving. World of Our Fathers: The Journey of the 
Eastern European Jews to America and the Life They 
Found and Made.  Galahad Books, 1994.
Beginning with a description of life in the Old Country, 
Howe’s wide-ranging historical survey tells the story of the 
Eastern European Jewish immigrants and their attempts 
to maintain Yiddish culture while fi nding their place in 
American life.

Rubinstein, Judah, with Jane A. Avner. Merging Traditions: 
Jewish Life in Cleveland (Revised Edition). The Kent State 
University Press, 2004.
Chock full of black-and-white photographs of the Jewish 
community of Cleveland from the 19th century to the 
present, with concise explanatory captions. 

Books for Students

Freedman, Russell. Immigrant Kids. Puffi n, 1995.
Freedman uses photos by Jacob Riis and others to provide 
insights into the home, school, work, and play lives of 
immigrant kids around the turn of the 20th century. 
Elementary.

Hoobler, Dorothy and Thomas. The Jewish American 
Family Album. Oxford University Press, 1995.
Writings and recollections by American Jews – from the 
fi rst Jewish immigrants to this country up to the present. 
It includes mini bios of prominent individuals and 
families, as well as well captioned black-and-white 
photos, a timeline of American Jewry, and an introduction 
by Mandy Patinkin. Upper elementary to high school.

Morrison, Joan, and Charlotte Fox Zabusky. American 
Mosaic: The Immigrant Experience in the Words of Those 
Who Lived It. University of Pittsburgh Press, 1993.
The personal experiences of American immigrants from 
50 different countries are vividly captured in this powerful 
collection of oral histories. High school.  

Schanzer, Rosalyn. Escaping to America: A True Story. 
Harper Collins, 2000.
This richly illustrated picture book tells the personal story 
of one Jewish family’s journey from Poland to the United 
States in the early 20th century. Early elementary.

Taylor, Sydney. All-of-a-Kind Family. Yearling, 1980.
Taylor’s classic about a family of sisters on the Lower East 
Side offers a beautiful portrait of immigrant life and Jewish 
tradition. Upper elementary and middle school.

Telushkin, Joseph. The Golden Land: The Story of Jewish 
Immigration to America. Harmony Books, 2002.
Telushkin’s beautifully designed overview of Jewish 
immigrant life in America is augmented with removable 
facsimiles of historical documents and photographs. 
Elementary and middle school.

World History

American History

Cleveland History

WEBSITES
http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Homepage

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/
immigration_set2.html
“Immigration...The Changing Face of America” 
(Library of Congress educational resource)

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/070_immi.html
“Selected Images of Ellis Island and Immigration, 
ca. 1880-1920” (from the collections of the Library of 
Congress)

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/
“The New Americans” (PBS educational page)

http://www.state.gov/g/prm/
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration 
(U.S. Department of State)

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/
index.htm
“Immigration: Stories of Yesterday and Today” 
(from Scholastic)

RESOURCES
Assimilate  To adapt or adjust  on e’s beh aviors to becom e 
like th ose of th e surroun din g cu lture.

Antisemitism  Hatred of Jews.

Citizen  A person  wh o accepts form al loyalty to a n ation  
or state based on  birth  or n aturalization  an d is en tit led  to 
certain  righ ts based on  th is allegian ce.

Ethnic, Ethnicity  On e’s affi liat ion  with  a part icu lar 
cu ltural, racial, or religious group.

Immigration  Movin g to or sett lin g in  a coun try or re-
gion  to wh ich  on e is n ot n ative.

Jewish  Havin g to do with  Jews or with  th eir cu lture or 
religion .

Orthodox Judaism  A bran ch  of Judaism  th at  strict ly 
observes th e tradit ion al laws.

Reform Judaism  A bran ch  of Judaism  th at  believes th e 
laws of th e religion  can  be m odifi ed in  accordan ce with  
th e m odern  world .

Schul  Th e Yiddish  word for “sch ool.”  It  is som etim es 
used to refer to a syn agogue.

Sephardic  Jews of Span ish  an d Portuguese descen t.

Sweatshop  A factory wh ere em ployees work lon g h ours 
for low pay un der poor con dit ion s, especially com m on  in  
th e garm en t in dustry.

Synagogue  A Jewish  h ouse of prayer.

Labor Union  An  association  of em ployees (especially 
with in  th e sam e fi eld) organ ized to n egotiate with  em -
ployers for labor righ ts.

Yiddish  A lan guage h istorically spoken  by Jews of Cen -
tral an d Eastern  Europe, com bin in g Germ an  with  Hebrew 
an d Slavic in fl uen ces.

VOCABULARY

U.S. Population: 179,323,175

Ohio Population: 9,706,397
Cleveland: 876,050 
Jewish population (Cleveland and suburbs): 88,000

National origins quota system 
of immigration abolished

Jackson-Vanik amendment to 
trade bill passed by House. It links 
trade benefi ts with the rights of 
Soviet citizens to emigrate

Senate passes the 
Trade Reform Act, 
including Jackson-
Vanik amendment

1960 1965 1973 1974
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2929 Richmond Road Beachwood, Ohio 44122

www.MaltzJewishMuseum.org

216.593.0575

Th e Maltz Museum  of Jewish  Heritage join s an  elite group of world-class 
in stitu tion s as a livin g testam en t to th e courage, con viction , aspiration s an d 
ach ievem en ts of Clevelan d’s Jewish  com m un ity. Th e stories of in dividu-
als an d fam ilies – past  an d presen t – com e to life th rough  state-of-th e-art  
exh ibit ion s, in teractives an d fi lm s, oral h istories, ph otograph s an d art ifacts. 
Th e Museum  in cludes Th e Tem ple–Tifereth  Israel Gallery, an  in tern ation ally-
recogn ized collection  of Judaica, an d a special exh ibit ion  gallery featurin g 
sign ifi can t exh ibit ion s of n ation al an d in tern ation al acclaim .  

Th e Maltz Museum  of Jewish  Heritage is a partn ersh ip  between  Th e Maltz 
Fam ily Foun dation , th e Jewish  Com m un ity Federation ’s Cen ten n ial In it ia-
t ive an d Th e Tem ple–Tifereth  Israel with  research  support  from  th e Western  
Reserve Historical Society. 
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