
ABOUT THIS BOOK

Jewish Life in Cleveland in the 1920s and 1930s
by Leon Wiesenfeld

This book, published in 1965, is best understood by its subtitle:
“Memoirs of a Jewish Journalist”. It is not a history, but
rather Leon Wiesenfeld’s accounts of some events, written from
his perspective, which appeared in his Jewish Voice Pictorial.

Wiesenfeld was more than a journalist. He championed the
Jewish people and fought their enemies. He worked for an
inclusive Jewish community, with cooperation between the
“assimilated Jews” and the Yiddish-speaking Jews he wrote for
who in the 1930s were the majority of Cleveland’s Jews. He was
a passionate Zionist and a supporter of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver.

Wiesenfeld (Feb. 2, 1885 – March 1, 1971) was born in Rzeszow,
Poland and worked for Polish and German publications before
coming to America. He worked briefly in New York for Abraham
Cahan's Jewish Daily Forward before coming to Cleveland in
1924. For 10 years he was the associate editor of the Yiddishe
Velt (Jewish World), Cleveland's principal Yiddish-language
newspaper, before becoming its editor in 1934. In 1938 he left to
establish an English-Yiddish weekly Die Yiddishe Stimme (Jewish
Voice) which failed after about a year. He then started an English
language annual, Jewish Voice Pictorial, which endured into the
1950s. (From the entry in the Encyclopedia of Cleveland History.)

The book’s introduction was written by Moses Zvi Frank, a
long-time Jewish journalist. Frank’s review of the book in the
Indiana Jewish Post of May 7, 1965 notes that he translated it
from chapters Wiesenfeld had written in Yiddish.

The digital publication of this hard-to-find book will give some
glimpses into Cleveland’s Jewish history not available elsewhere.

Thanks to Arnold Berger, the ClevelandJewishHistory.net website
editor, for his assistance.

Jeffrey Morris
Beachwood, Ohio
December 26, 2016



HOW TO READ THIS BOOK

This book is published complete in what has become the standard
Portable Document Format (.pdf) created years ago by Adobe.
Thus the customary PageDown (next page), Ctrl+End (go to
last page) and Ctrl+Home (go to first page) will work.

It has been created with two additional features that will help you
find specific pages.

Searching

The document is searchable. Use the Search feature in the
program you use to read .pdf documents: Adobe Reader, Nuance
PDF, and many others. A fast way to display a Search pop-up
window is to press the Control and F keys at the same time.

An example: To search for “Germany” press Ctrl+F then enter
Germany or germany. You could also enter German or
german which will find German, Germany and Germanic.

Bookmarks

There are bookmarks that go directly to the start of each chapter.
There may also be bookmarks for topics within a chapter.

Click on Bookmarks in the menu of the program you use to read
.pdf documents. An index will display at the side of the document.
Click on the page or chapter you want to read. If your program
doesn’t use bookmarks, consider using a newer program such as
the free Adobe Acrobat Reader DC.
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