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Belle Sherwin wa, born in CIe.....land. Ohio.
lhe olden of lhe four daughters and One ",n of
Henry Alden and MIU')'F~ (Smith) Sher_
win; lwo of her 'ibling. d;"d In duldhood. Bolh
po~nts were 01 colonIal Engll.h """""ry. HPI"
maternll grandfalher left New York for Ohio',
Western Reserve In 1838. Her Iotl>...r, hom In
Vermont. migrated 10 Cleveland about 1860.
From nIO<Ie<t beginnings in wholesale lrade he
pro:<pere<l and, .. founder of the paint manufac·
turing Sherwin· Wl11llm, Compony, be<:ame one
nf C\elleland', lelding irnluolri.li.l, and inJIu·
enU. l cilluns. Hi. oldest daughter Inheriled his
intelieduillcuily ond executive gift, u "",11 ...
hb devotion 10 lhe work ethl~. Crowing u p In
an Itmcnphere 01 lntteulng oJllu"""" lemp<'red
hy mnral~.l, , he early ' howed .Ign<01 ~h. rt ;ng

her Own cou...,.
Following prim.ry educa tion In Cleveland',

publi~ ..,hoob. Belle Sherwin attend ed st.
Margaret', School in Walerbury, Conn. In 1886
.he enlered Welle.1ey College, .tt'a~led by it.
'taled purpose "to eduMlle learned Illd useful
leachen ," and by its d)"Tlamic president. A1.IClI:

FUr-lol A" ( PAU ' U ) , Ind lhe fa""lty of women
..,hol.,. .he hod recruited. Among the faculty
members who enrourlged Inl_1 In "";al re­
fOnD and ' erved u ",Ie modeb, nnlAlllNlI:

OOMM"I'",frssor of hi,~ory and erol101'lllc:s, wos



OOMM', profrssor of hi.tory and l!rollOmlc:s, Was
a particu lar ly ' trong lnBueoce on SherwIn. R.,.
<:ei\'lng a B.S. In 1890. Sherwin ""'lnlaln"" a
lifelong lU5DCi.ol inn with Wellesley. Elected a
Itun.., In 1918, .he serve d unti l 1 9~3 Ind ,..,_
m.alned OS trusl"" emeriti until 1952. For thirty
ye....he chaired the Building and Cround.<
Commiu"", ronlrib uling with good judgment
and generous glfu to the developmenl of the

Welledey """'1'''''
Afl... graduaUng from ""liege, Sh.,.,..in

tl ugbt hislory brieSy at St. Marga, e\'> School
be/on, p....ulng gradulle .Iudy In history at
Od ord Vnlv«sity (l894-95). She made I
fl1r\her trill of leaching history at Min Heney's
School fnr Cirls in Bo:>ton, but the roml.rainU
impn..d on leache.. in prj""te ",hon", rom·
bined with her reloctloce, . !nee ,he ..... fl.n.....
daUy independenl, 10 limil her d .olceol 100
nArS'Owly, prompt<d h.". return to Cleveland In
1899, She vent ured 6..l lnl0 social wo,k at Alta
House, organizing Englilh did... for italian
ImmigranU. In 1900 ,he oT!l"nlud lhe Cleve­
land Consume..' Le.gue . nd lor <eve...l )'ea..
dlrecled iu In,.., llg.Uve activities. She became
• board member <If lhe newly eslablished Visit_
ing Nu"",,' Associalion (VNAj in 1002 Ind
served as chaIrman of lhe <:<>mmlU... on recTUlt­
mont and training. With in lhe """I decade, ,he
Integrated lhe VNA lnln the CJe....1and Welra,..,
Fede"'l ion, upgraded visiting nurse lralning,
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and e,tabli ,hed a secure pI""" for the vi,iting
nurse In CJeo,..,btxl', public health 'fltem.

Sherw;n', ,",putat;"n .. an ad mindtrato. mlde
he. I nllu",l choice to head lh. War work of
C\e""llnd women in 1917 .nd to 11'10\'" on
n pidly to chalrma",hip of the Woman·, Com·
mItt... of lh. Ohio hranch of tho United States
Cooncll of Nltinoal Defense. She coordinated
the aeli,·jtle, of ,i,ty women', orgonl.. tloru; in
carrying out progrlnu of food con'."valion I nd
production, trodn. trial recnt itmem, and "",tal
welfa"" Thio ...,peri.nee ,trengthened and dio·
ciplined her noth 'e tIl.." for what ,h. bier
defined .. "the art of gett ing lhinlt' done."

Belle Sher",in', invo!>..,ment In the suffrage
t""•..,tnent hegan in 1910 wh.., she (oined the
C<>11ege Equal Suffrage League during auun
WOOD r ANt·' orgoni';ng vi,it to Cleveland. Her
welfo, e ort lvitles rem ained prim.l')', how",·er.
until 19 16, "'hen a group of "..,alth y Cl..'eland
women organtzed a mllilOnt br . ""b of th. Na·
tional A"od.tion Op~ to Woma" Suffrage
wl'lch rl ptdly polarized Cl""el..ld women. In
ord.r to pro,·ide thooe ontogoniu!d. by the
extremist, on bolh , Ides with I fomm for ratl"".l
debate, Sherwin <>rgaDbed th. WmneD', Cily
Club. Wh. n her war ..,,,·lee ended in 1919, ,he
became presidenl of the Cleveland SDlFrage
A~at !? n I nd I ro pporte,.of CA~nt~ C""~~MN



CAIT' pl.n 10 pe<petu.te lhe . u!Frage coolilion
umil women had ml.temlthe UI.eof lhe baliOI.

In 1920 lhe National American Woman Suf·
f, age AS5OCiItion I'CCOIUlituted 110.1£ "' the
National League o£Women Vote..; the follow­
Ing y.ar, al the first League ronvenlion art. r
ra tlfi""Uon 01 the .ull"rage amendment, Selle
Sh.rwin was . lected vice prelident .nd choir·
mo.n of the department charged with training
"urn." £0' lh.i, dvlc duti.,.. From I" office in
heT CIe\...J.nd home soon emanaled a st,eam of
prog.."", fa, dlizemhip cta...,.. ilUlructiolU on
'<\.1. d.d"",1 '"""IuI""menl. and on VOllng, Ind
analyses of poIiticll p""""'.... But the poor
.howing o£ women In the 1920 Ind 1922 elec­
lion. d.monmaled thai crash programs In clv","
would not motiVlte polilical p.nlcip.Uon.
Sherwin a >l>cluded thai lhe lesson. h.d 10 be
Ie. , nod " f""" the .Ip~ ebet upwen!, end the
.,.perlence of cenluries enaop.ulaled." The nec­
.....ry p.ychological tfJOrienlalkm ""lied lor the
d.v.lopm.nt o£ (nnov.U.... me1~ods of politlc.l
educalkln, a la.k Sherwin undertook upon her
dodion (n 192... the Le.~'1 ....,00 P'""'i.
demo .ue<:ee<llng Maud Wood Park.

When Sherwin look ",...r, the organization
w.. uniled in (II d..ir. 10 win a .ha.., In govern­
ing l~. roontl')' hul divided ... to """hod•. E .cI>
u£ iu semloulonotooUl OIanding """'milt....
which rep"".nted th. dllf..<nl segments of lhe
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. uli... ge roo,Jill"''', llad its ",Wn pmgra", and ' pe.

. iau.lS. Sherwin saw the poWbility of fusing
I I"'" alld metllod•. Eotabli'h lng a rl'Side""" i"
W",hington, D .C., 'he """de the nali"".l
headq uarters th"re the fUnclionlng ccnter or
authority and communication. by d' awing in
previou.ly di,p' ''ed acth·ltle' and <y!tem. Ii.ing
proredur... Since the "art of gelting thing<
done" intere>tet! her more than ,pedRe pro­
gram., ,h" db Ode<! h<.>.-ronc.illato,y .kills toward
achieving con"""u. on progr.m and policy
amollg lhe conflict ing faction, .

The ton years of Sho",,;n', pre,idon<y estab·
lished 'he character of Ihe League of Women
Voters as a nonpllrti,.n, _l-ori<'nted o,pniza.
tion, politica lly acrountable for il. polic.ie.. and
....pecte<! for the ."""racy and objc<ti,'ity of 11.0
et!ucatlonal material. preparet! h~' in ......arch
, t. l£. The instltutkmal . tructu re. educational
technique. , and administ rative proced"re, ...
tahli,hed during this perioo WNe largely Mlrlh.
utable to he r k . derohip. Under SI"''''''n , '''truly
boolote action" bec. me Ih" operath·. principle
of the u aS".' The """.reb anrl diren..Wn
which pre<'e'd ed the fonn ul. tion of l.gislali' '''
goals and poHt in.1 action to ". hl• ..., tho.. goal,
became the mea"" of the member. politie. l
,",, "cation. This deci. ionmal:ing process char·
....",.; • ..A . I.~ T ~.~ ,~'. ,,~,.l. 1~...ft ,," I. • •



..ducalion. Thi< ded'ionmakin ~ proce.. char·
aCleri.ed d,e Le. S'..·• "'''"' long .fte. h.,
departur. and h;o, largely a=un'od For iI'
1egi<1ativc ""hie>'crnrnl<. SMIWin likent!d .he
Lu gu.. to ". uni,'.''':'y wllhon. waU•... who••
me",h"" cnter t" learn and remain 'U , loa"" ,h.
curriculum," in the .....nlime acquiring h.bit'
'" ioocl"'ooen' polit i""l iud~"",,'l alii di;d ·
pHue<! •.,llo n.

She.-win', g"", ,<SI. girt ... an argo n;"", and
admini"""n, wa< the alrilit y tn deled and de­
velop 1.1""•. 'Th<><e wlx> worl:<:d ,,-, elouly
wi'h he. ~mi"'" he' .... gteOI ,••cher who.e
IlItel\ed".1 "",clcnH.l< We"" evlde"•.'ed h' all of
he r WQTk, She wo• • , killfnl politician, hold ing
,,,gel her .he di.va.ate clemen,. in the OTganiza.
lion by. mixture of ronc!li. lion and perm.,ion,
Although generoU> and ju, t, .he was • 'c"cr<
,••kma<l er and 1",.,.,11"11 with "h'l.liUe<. She
1'O'>C>o>Cd bot h dillllity ."d style, and wo>r<: u,il)'
.he ,"'mtle of authority; ' ....It: doul~ed th.t her
quiet .e1f·osournnee ma.ked a ' ''0101. and
lo"-"'ful character.

In 1934 She,w ;n wu ,woe.eded .. p.... ident
of the Le.~" e loy "AaGI!I<Rln W~L""That yc. ,
President Franklin D. Roole,·elt apl"'intcd M'
10 the Con,o"",,,' Advisory Bo.rd of the Na·
tional R"",,""'Y Admin i,t.. tic>n, ,he "......1",
. ppointed to the Federal Add oory Committee
of the Unlted S,.... Employment s.,,,i<.,

De,pite long aboe".". SI,c,wln ",,'·or "".oed
ldentif)·;ng ],.."",1/ a, • oiti",n of CI.,..,I.",I. In



Simkhovitch

1942 , he ..,1<1 her Ceorge1own horne and re­
turned tn her nal;"e city. SUn inlen"""""lly
,i goruuJ .nd actl,..,.•he di~ided he r time dnring
lhe nnl d=ode hetween Winden. the f.mlly
estate 01 Kirlland . and a mwnholl><' 'M de­
'ign..!. H... fin. l yea" were shadowed by 11l
health. She died of bronehop1leumcmia at her
Cle~eland home at the oge of eip,ty.,even.

In.. Leu ". 01 w.....nVot... oI lhe u.s. Records
in rhe M, n"",ripl Di~.•Llb..ry of COnEr.... ronl,ln
o!fi<iol n~nut.., \etten In stale PTftidentl, ond
. pee<o..... during bor preoKleney. as weD U <0""
. pono;!,<llN with Leap. ollicen and othen . A ...011
roli_on 01 materials I. In the iloilo S"",,,'ln Paven
. 1 the Schlesinger Lib..ry. R. dcliff. Col!elle. Arti·
cl.. , bout Sherwin', work oJ>l><ored In tIw, Le>J11l"',
Wom...' em.... , i 91\1-23 and 1lr.!6-21. and Wom·
an', Joomal. 1921>-J1. n.. Cleuclan<l rlmn D..m.
and Clt'<danti Pret, H.'''' ItO"""""'" "",.e.olr'! of bet
co"",. from tiH1 10 her retirmJen t. Dlhe. printO<!
...' '''''" 1".,ludo VI,~nla Abbolt. Tk I/i.ll"'ll of
IV" ,",,,,, S06 ..g. and Ih. l..ens'" of IV"","" Volen
' n C . ",,",," lfd Coo,"~> 191 /_/1U'5 ( 1919) , Irene M.
8owk.,. P.W" IIw rlo Nun'"1{ in CI"".I4nd. 1895­
1928 (1000 ), A,,,, D. Carbon. -rr<>!I·BI..e" In
Gtlu ..hlp," S.re.,. C..phl<'. Sept. tS4~• • lnitl 101...
lory 01 D,. Leogue, Florenee Con'...... Well.",""
CoIkll'" A clo"",..1e of II•• y""" 187S-/!l3II
( 1939 ), /c.n Clll»OOd<. «I.. W.lIclq, CoIIe.<!••
18;S-IW5, A CtnMlIof W"""", ( 191.5): /. SWlloy



u.mo",. Th~ 11'0"';; Ci,iUO' sO,,;.,! y';';'mitm ,,,
the J92I.lr ( 11l73 l , which ronlai.. _ uodul bibliuS·
,. ph)': . "d How Ohio Mobdl::d lie< R..ou",.. /.,
,h~ \\'.... A m , lo", of Ih~ Adloilla of 1M 0iIk>
Bt..<~. Co"odl of NatlOlkll Dqn,~. 1917_ /9/9
119/9). Fot l, ,,lily J>.<q ,oond ..., !he ...tobi­
n~,"""f '" he< n<pl""". 0.,,;110 P' ...." II. Th. 1'1".,.
DoIlo, G<>Idl' l«:o (19:l6l. Olli,,,. ,1a ollP"o,od In
11>< N.r . TI..... ,nd ,h. Cln>elond PiG;n Dt4kT,
J"~' 10. 19M. 5ho,w; n . oi~, Sa,ah Pr=1I
~1I<h<1. f" ,u;. h<d , l[<.... logy 01 the 5,..;th· 5b<nvm
l"", ill .. and ,'ol ...blo po""",,1 ,om;";. " .",,... Add,_
';"Ral I"f"",,. t'"'' . bout !he u.o""" y"'" woo
,,, ,,,,iok<l by /,, 11. II. eo....". Be.,,,,,,, ]'jtM. Lamb•
•"d Motg"orlto 0 ....". /lo"h "" rt;lka'" IIflIplMld
by Ohio Dept, 01 11• •1,1. ,/


