LOCHER TO PROBE
'TOWER OF BABEL

Will Inguire Into Activities of
C. H. Knight, Promoter
of ‘1915 Project.’

Former Associate Tells of
Worries of Investors in
Venture.

The modern “Towerr of Babel,”
promoted by C. J1. Knight of Cleve-
land, today will receive the attention
of Cyrus Locher, county prosecutlor.

Locher said last night he would in-
quire into the affairs of the Pan-
American Recreation Tower (o, and
the Ohio Recreation Tower Co., Which
proceded it, in both of which Wnight.
now in T.os Angeler, (al.,, was the
moving spirit. He is described as a
gray halred, large girthed man,
welghing 350 pounds.

The prosecutor will be aided in his
investigation by C. P. Toung, me-
chanical and consulting onginecr,
formerly connected with southern
and eastern railroads in an cxecutive
capacity, who prepared the plans and
prospectuses for the gigantic tower
which Knight proposed (o Tfeature
the Panama-Pacific exposition in
1915,

Young, in his apartments In the
Alhambra, 10408 Euclid.av, yesterday'
corroborated Los Angeles dispatches
saying scores of men and women, who
have purchased tower stock, are
anxlously awaiting materialization ot
the project.

“he engineer added many names of
Cléyeland investors in’the “Tower of
Babhel” undertaking and related inci-
dent after incident of. callers at his
snite whe wanted inforfhation abolt
Knight.

Inquire About Investment.

“Many men and women have becn
coming here for months,” said Young.
“Yome of them are old, feeble and
poor.

“Some belleve they have lost all
their property and are greatly wor-
ried. Their apprehension.hag been
enhanced by failure to obtain any
word of the inventor.

I fecl it my duty to place every
bit of information at hand before the
county prosecutor and I shall call on
him today.”

"Prosecutor Locher. when informed
last night that Young would ask for
an investigation -of Knight's affairs,
said he would do all in his power to
unravel the alleged tangled condition
of the recreation companies, -

Locher added that'an elderly and
wealthy (leveland woman had al-
ready called on him for an investiga-
tion. | .

oI don't remember her name.” ex-
plained Locher last night. “but she
yaid she had invested §5,000 in the ex-
position tower scheme and Knight
had also'promised to marry her.

“Some time later the woman told
me she received a letter from Knight.
1t was dated from California and
suggested she send her brother to Los
Angeles to work for him on the
tower. The brother went to the coast,
1 am told, but Knight had nothing for
him to do, I have learned, and it was
necessary for the sister to send him
money ‘so he couldsreturn to Cleve-
land.

“I could take no action against
Knight at the time because the facts
were not sufficiently substantiated or
of such a nature as to warrant court
action.” .

Other developments here yesterday

into Knight's affairs disclosed taat
Knight's offices in G0  Columbia
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building, 112 Prospect-av $. E. had
heen closed for several months, but
his cffects are still there. The effecls
consist of desks, other ofilce furniture,
rugs and .clothing.

‘' H. Boyd, agent of the huilding,
vesterday owners of the bullding haud
ordercd him to close the oflice after
walting in vain for Knight to pay
bills for back rent.

“Knight was an inventor,” sgaid
Boyd. He had ofllces in the Colum-
bin building for almost threa yea's
and when not selling stock for the
tower he was selling stock for a pat-
ent window refrigerator and a roof
ventilator,

“Some years ago Knight promoted
the Ohlo. Recreation Tower Co.
finance building a tower on the Mall

here, but smaller than the one pro-|

posed for the exposition, but the
thing fell through.”
A search of Knight's offices yester-

day discloged a plle of mail and & big

“gaid |

to:

4

stack of elaborately illustrated towec
bouklets and prospectuses.

Young said last night the prospec-
tuses and booklets had cost about
$2,000 and declared Knight had not
pald thé printers.

Asked to detail his connection with
the tower enterprise Younyg said:

“I was in Cleveland in the summer
of 1912, Beforc coming here I was
manager of the Chattanooga (Tenn.)
Electric Railway Co, and had been
conneeted  with  the Galveston City
Railway Co., and the New Orleans &
Southern Rajlway Co. and had becn
manager and chief enginecer for New
York and Philadelphia rajiroads.

“Knight hunted me up. I didn't
know him, He had me call at his
office and showed me a drawing of
a tower which he said he had tried
to have crected in Cleveland; that the
plan had fallen through, but that he
‘contemplated a similar venture for
 the Punama-Paciflc exposition. The
‘plans were not completa and I worked

out the onginecering details. He wae
ito ;iu._\‘ m: $100 a wecek,
i, "1 worked_on ihe plins from Aug.
12 to Nov. 3§, 1912, Abuut Nov. .’yl‘ll
began to question men and women
X had heard tnlking to Knight in his
‘office.  Sometimes the talk was lowd
‘and I heard threats from several men
jdemanding their money back,

"“Convinced that 1 no longer desired
to associate with Knigh(, | resigned.
Before resigning I went to J. A, Han-
na, president of the Pan-American
I Recreation Towers Co., told him the
' situation and he, too, resigned.

“I had Interested Mr. Hanna in the
matier because I thought (he tower
feasible and was certain it would be
& big money making project.

"I have spent about $6(K) and much
valuable time in tracing down and
locating men and women who in-
vested in Knight's enterprise and T
shall give all the namer and ad-
dresses to Mr. Locher so he ¢an in-
vestigate their stories.”

Young estimated yesterday that at
least $10,000 worth of Knight's stocks
had been purchased by Cleveland peo-
ple. Jlow many persons living in
other sections had invested, he had
no iden, he said.



