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PREFACE

In this monograph, George Knepper Ph.D.,
distinguished professor of history emeritus at the
University of Akron, presents a concise but
comprehensive look at the history of religion in
northeast Ohio. Starting with the early settlers from
New England, Professor Knepper traces the
increasingly diverse mixture of faiths that now
characterizes the life of the sacred in northeast Ohio.
In doing this, Professor Knepper is drawing on a
lifetime of study into Ohio’s history.

As the author of a number of books, book
chapters, and articles on Ohio and its history,
Professor Knepper’s scholarship culminated in his
1989 Qbio and its People, the first general history of the
state written in a generation. His credentials as the
outstanding chronicler of the state are impeccable.
Born and raised in Akron with a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Akron, Professor Knepper then
studied at the University of Michigan, where he
received his M.A, and Ph.D. degrees. Professor
Knepper's interests extend to many aspects of Ohio’s
past. We are grateful that religion is among these.

Professor Knepper served as president and
trustee of the Ohio Historical Society, the Ohio
Academy of History, and the Summit County
Historical Society, among other professional
organizations. He is a frequent lecturer and consultant
and a former Fulbright Scholar at the University of
London, England.

He brings all his scholarship to this study of
religion in northeast Ohio.

Michael Wells, Senior Editor

Sacred Landmarks Monograph Series

Center for Sacred Landmarks

The Maxine Goodman Levin College of
Urban Affairs

Cleveland State University
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